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ADULT FICTION 
 

THE LAST QUEEN: A Novel of Courage and Resistance 
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni (Harper, May 2022)    
Acquiring Editor: Lucia Macro 
 
2022 International Association of Working Women Award for Best Fiction 

Longlisted for 2022 Dublin Literary Award 
 
“For those of us who read to escape the banalities of daily life, Chitra Divakaruni’s 
books are oxygen. She writes about India in a way that makes the rest of the world 
disappear around you.” ―Chicago Tribune 
 
She rose from commoner to become the last reigning queen of India’s Sikh Empire. In 
this dazzling novel, based on true-life events, bestselling author Chitra Banerjee 
Divakaruni presents the unforgettable story of Jindan, who transformed herself from 
daughter of the royal kennel keeper to powerful monarch. 

Praise for Before We Visit the Goddess: 
 
"Balances the ache of separation with the thrills of independence and self-discovery. ...[Divakaruni's] characteristic 
passion, nerve and insight into the troubled soul are here in full. ” ―The Wall Street Journal 
 
“Before We Visit the Goddess is universal—a story of mothers and daughters, misunderstanding and sacrifice, success 
and independence. …[A] sweet, piercing blend that—like sugar, fruit and saffron—forms a dazzling, memorable novel.” 
―Houston Chronicle 
 
"Tender, bittersweet, beautifully wrought tales about love and longing, exile and loneliness."  
―Amitav Ghosh, author of The Glass Palace and Sea of Poppies 
 
"I will never forget Sabitri, Bela, and Tara: grandmother, mother, and daughter after my own heart.  A lovely book." 
―Maxine Hong Kingston, author of The Woman Warrior and China Men. 
 
“The always enchanting and enlightening Divakaruni spins another silken yet tensile saga about the lives of women in 
India and as immigrants in America…Divakaruni’s gracefully insightful, dazzlingly descriptive, and covertly stinging tale 
illuminates the opposition women must confront, generation by generation, as they seek both independence and 
connection.” ―Booklist (starred review) 
 
“Richly drawn characters…a novel of quiet but deeply affecting moments.” ―Kirkus Reviews 
 
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni is the award-winning author of 18 books, including The Mistress of Spices, which was 
shortlisted for the Orange Prize and made into a film by Gurinder Chadha and Paul Berges. She currently teaches in the 
nationally ranked Creative Writing program at the Univ. of Houston. She serves on the Advisory board of Maitri in the 
San Francisco Bay Area and Daya in Houston, organizations that help South Asian or South Asian American women in 
abusive situations. She is also closely involved with Pratham, an organization that helps educate children (especially 
those living in urban slums) in India.  
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ADULT FICTION: New In Paperback 
 

THE BOHEMIANS 
Jasmin Darznik (Ballantine, April 2022)     
Acquiring Editor: Susanna Porter 
 
“Historical readers will treasure this engaging story . . . Darznik deftly depicts Lange's 
transformation into a renowned photographer.” ―Library Journal 

“A powerful novel about a woman who shuns convention to follow her passion.” 
―Kirkus Reviews 

“Darznik is adept at depicting Dorothea’s evolving worldview as well as San Francisco 
a decade after the earthquake, a ‘world of raw possibility,’ especially for women 
artists.” ―Publishers Weekly 

“Modern echoes abound in a city under a pall of economic turmoil and racial 
disharmony advanced by politicians for their own ends as well as the global influenza 

pandemic. Darznik has created an arresting portrait of two women set before an illuminating backdrop.” ―Booklist 

“If you loved Song of a Captive Bird like I did, you will want to read the latest creative historical biography by Jasmin 
Darznik. Darznik paints an illuminative portrait of the photographer and the woman.” ―Ms. Magazine 
 
“Lange’s story begins when she arrives in 1918 San Francisco . . . spinning into an all-too relevant tale of a woman 
dealing with a pandemic, rising anti-immigration sentiment, and a tumultuous political climate.” ―PopSugar 
 
“In her riveting and resonant new novel, Jasmin Darznik captures San Francisco’s heyday through the eyes of one of its 
most iconic residents. By exploring how Dorothea Lange witnessed her troubled and momentous times, Darznik speaks 
directly to our own.” ―Anthony Marra, author of A Constellation of Vital Phenomena 
 
“You’ll never look at a Dorothea Lange photograph the same way after reading Darznik’s compelling portrait of the 
trailblazer who carved a glorious path through 1920s San Francisco. Darznik doesn’t flinch when confronting the 
parallels to today, whether racism or anti-immigrant sentiment, yet her impeccable research grounds the story firmly in 
the heyday of the Jazz Age. A superb read.”  
―Fiona Davis, New York Times bestselling author of The Lions of Fifth Avenue 
 
“Dorothea Lange once famously said, ‘Art is an act of total attention.’ Jasmin Darznik’s breathtaking 
novel The Bohemians accomplishes that and more. Not only did it have me riveted from start to finish, through her 
words, history powerfully speaks to the present moment.” ―Lara Prescott, author of The Secrets We Kept 
 
“A beautiful literary portrait of the one and only Dorothea Lange. Jasmin Darznik expertly delivers in this intriguing 
glimpse into the woman behind those unforgettable photographs of the Great Depression’s impact on humanity. Highly 
readable and utterly relevant to our times. I was transported.”  
―Susan Meissner, bestselling author of The Nature of Fragile Things 

Jasmin Darznik is the New York Times bestselling author of The Good Daughter: A Memoir of My Mother’s Hidden 
Life and Song of a Captive Bird. Her books have been published in seventeen countries. She was born in Tehran, Iran, 
and came to America when she was five years old. She holds an MFA in fiction from Bennington College, a JD from the 
University of California, and a PhD in English from Princeton University. Now a professor of English and creative writing 
at California College of the Arts, she lives in the San Francisco Bay Area with her family.  
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HISTORY 
 

WOMAN: The American History Of An Idea 
Lillian Faderman (Yale, March 2022)     
Acquiring Editor: Adina Berk 
 
A comprehensive history of the struggle to define womanhood in America, from the 
seventeenth to the twenty-first century. 
  
“Exhaustively researched and finely written.”—Alexandra Jacobs, New York Times 
 
“Lillian Faderman’s is a book many of us have been waiting for, the first comprehensive 
history of American women to capture the rich discoveries that have been made over the 
last half century, juxtaposing the abstraction of ‘woman’ with the range, resilience, and 
resistance of real women.” 
—Ellen Carol DuBois, author of Suffrage: Women’s Long Battle for the Vote 

  
“An intelligently provocative, vital reading experience. . . . This highly readable, inclusive, and deeply researched book 
will appeal to scholars of women and gender studies as well as anyone seeking to understand the historical patterns that 
misogyny has etched across every era of American culture.” 
—Kirkus Reviews, starred review 
 
“A comprehensive and lucid overview of the ongoing campaign to free women from ‘the tyranny of old notions.’”  
—Publishers Weekly 
 
“Fascinating. . . . Few books are timelier than Woman. . . . Will be a rite of passage for generations of LGBTQ folk.” 
—Kathi Wolfe, Washington Blade 
 
“A rewarding read. Pioneering scholar Lillian Faderman illuminates how concepts of female difference and inferiority 
stubbornly persist and captures the ongoing struggles of women to free themselves from the idea of ‘woman.’” 
—Kathy Peiss, University of Pennsylvania 
 
“A sweeping history of conceptions of women by themselves and others told through fascinating stories that get the 
reader to turn the page.” 
—Claudia Goldin, author of Career and Family: Women’s Century-Long Journey toward Equity 
 
“A wide-ranging, deeply researched, and very well written survey of how the idea of woman has been deployed over 
more than three centuries of American history.” 
—Susan Ware, author of Why They Marched: Untold Stories of the Women Who Fought for the Right to Vote 
 
“With dazzling scholarship and monumental vision Faderman has, with illuminating detail and persuasive argument, 
brilliantly woven a rich tapestry of how the American ‘woman’ has been created and re-created over centuries.” 
—Michael Bronski, author of A Queer History of the United States 
 
Lillian Faderman is an internationally known scholar of lesbian history and literature, as well as ethnic history and 
literature. Among her many honors are six Lambda Literary Awards, two American Library Association Awards, and 
several lifetime achievement awards for scholarship. She is the author of The Gay Revolution, Surpassing the Love of 
Men, and Odd Girls and Twilight Lovers, all New York Times Notable Books. The Guardian named Odd Girls and Twilight 
Lovers one of the Top 10 Books of Radical History and named The Gay Revolution one of the Six Top Books of LGBT Life.  
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HISTORY 
 

LA NIJINSKA: Choreographer of the Modern 
Lynn Garafola (Oxford, April 2022)     
Acquiring Editor: Norman Hirschy 
 
“It’s gratifying when a biographer and her subject are as perfectly matched as these two 
are. Everything in Lynn Garafola’s prior life — her authorship of a major work on Serge 
Diaghilev’s Ballets Russes, her investigations into other ballet and modern dance 
companies, her years of teaching in Barnard’s eminent dance department — prepared her 

to accomplish this challenging task.” —New York Times Book Review 
 
“Garafola documents the ways in which a misogynistic establishment undermined 
Nijinska’s achievements and argues that, despite this, her ideas about the relationship 
between movement and music and her gender-bending experiments in abstraction helped 
shape the modern art of ballet.” —The New Yorker 

 

“Told in rich, fascinating detail.” —The Nation 
 
"A fascinating account of life and work of the great and enigmatic Bronislava Nijinska, who left us a couple of ballets of 
genius and many unanswered questions. Nijinska, the most influential woman choreographer in classical ballet, was an 
inspiration for many generations of dance makers, and yet many aspects of her life remained poorly researched and 
unknown, partly because her memoirs only covered the early years. I was especially interested to read about Nijinska's 
choreographic debuts in Kiyv, Ukraine, and the second part of her life in California. The interviews of the dancers who 
worked with her last are priceless. Congratulations to Lynn Garafola. This book, thoroughly researched, full of unknown 
facts and inspiring details, is a book we were all waiting for."    
―Alexei Ratmansky, Choreographer, American Ballet Theatre 
 
"In this inspirational first biography of Bronislava Nijinska, based on global research, Lynn Garafola has successfully 
drawn the great choreographer from the shadow of her famous brother. She reveals a complex woman who 
experienced more than her fair share of tragedies and was constantly betrayed by men, while creating experimental 
ballets and inspiring successive generations of performers, directors and choreographers."  
―Jane Pritchard, Curator of Dance, Victoria and Albert Museum, London 
 
"This book is an astonishing achievement. Nijinska, sister of tragic dancer-genius Nijinsky, emerges here as a larger-than-
life heroine, an Amazon endowed with visionary talent, yet blocked at every turn by forces arrayed against an ambitious 
woman. It's an epic tale, based on impeccable sources, narrated with rare lucidity, set against a three-continent-wide 
panorama of European, American and émigré-Russian artists and impresarios, all chasing after this magical quality we 
now call Modernity."  
―Elizabeth Kendall, author of Balanchine and the Lost Muse: Revolution and the Making of a Choreographer 
 
Lynn Garafola is Professor Emerita of Dance at Barnard College, Columbia University. A dance historian and critic, she is 
the author of Diaghilev's Ballets Russes and Legacies of Twentieth-Century Dance, and the editor of several books, 
including The Diaries of Marius Petipa, André Levinson on Dance (with Joan Acocella), José Limón: An Unfinished Memoir, 
and The Ballets Russes and Its World. She has curated several exhibitions, including Dance for a City: Fifty Years of the 
New York City Ballet, New York Story: Jerome Robbins and His World, Diaghilev's Theater of Marvels: The Ballets Russes 
and Its Aftermath, and, most recently, Arthur Mitchell: Harlem's Ballet Trailblazer.  
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HISTORY 
 

GEOGRAPHY IS DESTINY:  
Britain’s Place in the World: A 10,000-Year History 
Ian Morris (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, June 2022) 
Acquiring Editor: Eric Chinski 
 
"Sparkling . . . Written with verve and wit, this compulsively readable overview of British 
history is full of fascinating lore and incisive analysis." ―Publishers Weekly (starred) 
 
“If you want to read about Seneca triggering a 1st-century credit crunch, or the 
connection between Stonehenge and the World Economic Forum, or the potential 
identity of Robin Hood, or when London legislated to outlaw defecating in the street, 
this is the book for you.” –The Times 
 

“As Morris’s previous books — including the bestselling Why the West Rules—For Now — have shown, he is a writer 
who likes the big picture, and treats history as a practical discipline, best used to assess the present and project the 
future. He is a jaunty, accessible writer, especially strong on his home field of archaeology… [T]his is an Island Story fit 
for a 21st century in which geography really does matter.” -- The Sunday Times 
 
"In this immensely detailed book, Morris effectively combines history, memoir, and current events. A remarkable story 
told with clear-minded authority." ―Kirkus Reviews 
 
"Morris provides a very comprehensive history of Britain while keeping readers engaged. It is a skill to cover such a vast 
timeline and still keep a reader wanting more. A satisfying read for both readers new to British history those looking for 
a new take." ―Library Journal 
 
When Britain voted to leave the European Union in 2016, the 48 percent who wanted to stay and the 52 percent who 
wanted to go each accused the other of stupidity, fraud, and treason. In reality, the Brexit debate merely reran a script 
written eight thousand years earlier, when the rising seas physically separated the British Isles from the European 
continent. Ever since, geography has been destiny―yet it is humans who get to decide what that destiny means. 
 
Ian Morris, the critically acclaimed author of Why the West Rules―for Now, describes how technology and organization 
have steadily enlarged Britain's arena, and how its people have tried to turn this to their advantage. For the first 
seventy-five hundred years, the British were never more than bit players at the western edge of a European stage, 
struggling to find a role among bigger, richer, and more sophisticated continental rivals. By 1500 CE, however, new kinds 
of ships and governments had turned the European stage into an Atlantic one; with the English Channel now functioning 
as a barrier, England transformed the British Isles into a United Kingdom that created a worldwide empire. Since 1900, 
however, thanks to rapid globalization, Britain has been overshadowed by American, European, 
and―increasingly―Chinese actors. But in trying to find its place in a global economy, Britain has been looking in all the 
wrong places. The eight-thousand-year story bracingly chronicled by Geography Is Destiny shows that the great question 
for the coming century is not what to do about Brussels; it's what to do about Beijing. 
 
Ian Morris is the Jean and Rebecca Willard Professor of Classics and Professor in History at Stanford University and the 
author of the critically acclaimed Why the West Rules―for Now (Profile Books Ltd, August 2011), War! What Is It Good 
For? (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, April 2014), The Measure of Civilization (Princeton UP, February 2014), and Foragers, 
Farmers, and Fossil Fuels: How Huma Values Evolve (Princeton UP, March 2015). He has published many scholarly books 
and has directed excavations in Greece and Italy. He lives in the Santa Cruz Mountains in California.  
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HISTORY 
 

WHAT IT TOOK TO WIN: A History of the Democratic Party 
Michael Kazin (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, March 2022)        
Acquiring Editor: Alex Star 
 
A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice. 
One of Kirkus Reviews' 40 most anticipated books of 2022. 
One of Vulture's "49 books we can't wait to read in 2022". 
 
“Kazin’s account of the [Democratic] party’s history should be essential reading for 
anyone hoping to chart its future.” -- Eric Foner, London Review of Books 
 
"Important . . . [A] shrewd and very absorbing history." 
—Timothy Noah, The New York Times Book Review (Editors' Choice) 
 
"Sweeping . . . Illuminating . . . Kazin provides rich historical context for a longstanding 

debate about Democratic priorities . . . [He] brings the care of a scholar to a big subject, but he also has a storyteller’s 
gift for making it accessible." —Janet Hook, Los Angeles Times 
 
"[Kazin] does not merely aim to offer context . . . His book exhorts Democrats to reacquaint themselves with their past 
battles against entrenched wealth and on behalf of ordinary people." —John Dickerson, The Atlantic 
 
"In his fine new book, Michael Kazin . . . makes an ambitious attempt to hone a unified theory of the Democratic Party’s 
194-year record . . . [What It Took to Win] holds lessons for politics today . . . Well researched [and] accessible."  
—The Economist 
 
"[A] very fine new history of the Democrats . . . Nuanced . . . What It Took to Win is a rich but accessible book."  
—Sam Rosenfeld, The New Republic 
 
"A lively, timely survey . . . [Kazin's] chapter on New York politics and Tammany Hall is brilliant . . . This should be today’s 
go-to book on its subject." —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) 
 
"Kazin delivers a wonderfully detailed record of the Democratic Party, from its beginnings to the present . . . Kazin’s 
account is an unvarnished and illuminating look at the past and potential future of a political party that endures.”  
—George Kendall, Booklist (starred review) 
 
"[A] stylistically exemplary review of . . . the world’s oldest continuing mass political party . . . This book will please 
Kazin’s enthusiasts and win favor among new readers." —Library Journal 
 
In What It Took to Win, Kazin reveals the rich interplay of personality, belief, strategy, and policy that define the life of 
the party―and outlines the core components of a political endeavor that may allow President Biden and his co-partisans 
to renew the American experiment. 
 
Michael Kazin is a professor of history at Georgetown University and editor emeritus of Dissent. His books 
include American Dreamers: How the Left Changed a Nation, The Populist Persuasion, and A Godly Hero: The Life of 
William Jennings Bryan. He is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and editor of The Princeton 
Encyclopedia of American Political History.  
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HISTORY 
 

FLYING SNAKES & GRIFFIN CLAWS: and Other Classical 
Myths, Historical Oddities, and Scientific Curiosities 
Adrienne Mayor (Princeton, May 2022)     
Acquiring Editor: Rob Tempio 
  
“Read this immediately! Whether you are a lover of lore, an armchair academic, or 
simply a curious soul, you will find inspiration in the pages of Flying Snakes and Griffin 
Claws. It is an excellent starting place if you’re new to Adrienne Mayor’s work and an 
excellent compendium if you’re already a fan. Her books have been a must-read for me 
since she began writing. She is a treasure.”  
―Melissa Marr, New York Times and USA Today bestselling author of The Hidden Knife 
 
“Adrienne Mayor is one of our most brilliantly engaging writers on the ancient world, 
and Flying Snakes and Griffin Claws is a delightful cabinet of curiosities. Her inspired 

detective work reveals the natural-historical and paleontological phenomena that lurk behind the iconic imagery of 
classical myth, folklore, and history―and much else besides.”  
―Daniel Ogden, author of The Werewolf in the Ancient World 
 
“Part miscellany and part detective work, this delightful compendium of folklore combines the spirit of Herodotus and 
the skepticism of the modern historian. Adrienne Mayor bounds through history dispelling myths and harvesting 
fascinating insights.”  
―Candida Moss, author of The Myth of Persecution: How Early Christians Invented a Story of Martyrdom 
 
“Griffins! Dragons! Ghost ships! In her delightful new collection of essays, Adrienne Mayor traces the origin stories of a 
bevy of irresistible curiosities, from talking mynah birds and musical racing turtles to giants and mermaids. Her 
impressive scholarship is matched only by her infectious good humor as she plunges into the history behind tattoos and 
foot fetishes, sifting expertly between mythology and classical sources in pursuit of evidence. A treat to read from cover 
to cover.” ―Nancy Goldstone, author of In the Shadow of the Empress: The Defiant Lives of Maria Theresa, Mother of 
Marie Antoinette, and Her Daughters 
 
“This eclectic and fascinating essay collection is Mayor’s Wunderkammer―the stories from a lifetime of meticulously 
turning myths into bones.”  
―Susanna Forrest, author of The Age of the Horse: An Equine Journey through Human History 
 
“To read Adrienne Mayor’s richly researched pageant of fantastical creatures, warrior queens, and curious travelers is to 
be reminded that the past is stranger than we imagine and to discover that the line between myth and history is more 
porous than we had previously believed.” ―Ryan Ruby, author of Zero and the One: A Novel 
 
“For decades, Adrienne Mayor’s brilliant writing has occupied an important intersection of mythology, classical folklore, 
and ancient history of science. For readers keen to explore the curiosities, mysteries, and oddities of the ancient 
world, Flying Snakes and Griffin Claws is a powerful, personal collection of essays on these themes―a must-read.” 
―Lydia Pyne, author of Genuine Fakes: How Phony Things Teach Us about Real Stuff 
 
Adrienne Mayor is the author of The Poison King: The Life and Legend of Mithridates, Rome’s Deadliest Enemy, which 
was a finalist for the National Book Award, Gods and Robots: Myths, Machines, and Ancient Dreams of Technology, 
and The Amazons: Lives and Legends of Warrior Women across the Ancient World (all Princeton). She is a research 
scholar in classics and the history of science at Stanford University.  
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HISTORY 
 

GREEK FIRE, POISON ARROWS, AND SCORPION BOMBS: 
Unconventional Warfare in the Ancient World 
Adrienne Mayor (Princeton, May 2022)    
Acquiring Editor: Rob Tempio 
 
"Mayor marshals not just myth, but also the writing of ancient authors and evidence 
from archaeological digs to show that biological and chemical weapons saw action in 
battles long before the modern era." ―John Wilford Noble, New York Times 
 
"Rich and entertaining." ―Mary Carmichael, Newsweek 
 
"[An] illuminating history of warfare. . . . Greek Fire also excavates ancient attitudes 
toward biological and chemical arms that are startlingly relevant today. . . . Mayor is 
comprehensive about the history, ethics, and science of early biological and chemical 

weapons. Skillfully combing ancient texts, she describes cultures as varied as the Scythians and the Chinese with their 
chemical fire lances and poison ‘vapors.’ Mayor shows most cultures devised exotic weaponry―and debated their use." 
―Jay Currie, Christian Science Monitor   
 
"Recounts in lively, sometimes darkly comic detail the diabolical stratagems devised by devious warriors."  
―Joseph D’Agnese, Discover 
 
"The book’s many strengths include discussion of how animals, flammables, and poisons were employed on the 
battlefield. . . . Mayor does an excellent job of illuminating some fascinating and often overlooked methods, strategies, 
and events of ancient combat." ―Library Journal 
 
"Mayor shows how the ancients’ reactions to biological weapons prefigure contemporary attitudes… [She] spices her 
astute commentary with diverse opinions about biological weapons." ―Booklist 
 
"[A] fascinating and engaging book." ―Hans van Wees, American Scientist 
 
"This is the kind of book that should confound those who question whether the study of the ancient world has any 
‘relevance’ for the present day. At the same time it induces a certain awe in the conventional classicist, whose footsteps 
follow the trodden paths of scholarship, by reason of its impressive range of reference. . . . This book shows that ancient 
warfare was every bit as vicious and unscrupulous as warfare in the nuclear age. . . . A fascinating chapter of Mayor’s 
book is devoted to poisons, and might become the standard basic treatment of poisons in antiquity. . . . Beautifully 
written." ―Richard Stoneman, Classical Review 
 
"Superbly researched." ―Stuart Fleming, Expedition 
 
"Highly recommended." ―Zygmunt Dembek, Naval War College Review 
 
Adrienne Mayor is the author of The Poison King: The Life and Legend of Mithridates, Rome’s Deadliest Enemy, which 
was a finalist for the National Book Award, Gods and Robots: Myths, Machines, and Ancient Dreams of Technology, 
and The Amazons: Lives and Legends of Warrior Women across the Ancient World (all Princeton). She is a research 
scholar in classics and the history of science at Stanford University.  
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HISTORY: New Edition 
 

ESLANDA:  
The Large and Unconventional Life of Mrs. Paul Robeson 
Barbara Ransby (Haymarket, March 2022) 
 
"Barbara Ransby has produced an insightful, fascinating, and significant biography. 
Eslanda Robeson has too long stood in the shadow of her remarkable husband, but as 
Ransby shows she was an important writer and political activist in her own right, 
whose life illuminates the international dimensions of the 20th-century black freedom 
movement." ―Eric Foner, Columbia University 
 
"This long overdue biography of a bold scholar-activist emerging from the shadow of 
her famous husband is a gift, and such are Ransby's narrative skills that I wept when, 
in her final pages, the vibrant Essie died, two days shy of 70. Ransby has a history of 
rescuing historically overlooked black female leaders; a prior biography was of the 
venerable civil rights activist Ella Baker. This new work is a major contribution to her 

glorious reclamation project." ―Joan Steinau Lester, Ms. Magazine 
 
"Eslanda Goode Robeson deserves this fine biography that frees her from her role as Mrs. Paul Robeson and uncovers a 
life that defies summary, so varied, wide-ranging, and intense it was . . . Ransby skillfully organizes the details into a 
fascinating, well-researched account . . . A breathtaking biography. Highly recommended, all libraries." ―Choice 
 
"Fascinating. . . A poignant portrait of a peripatetic, human rights activist willing to challenge oppression of any form 
wherever she could find it."―Kam Williams, Insight 
 
"Through the vast intellect and devoted political commitments of Barbara Ransby, Essie's ferocious clarity about global 
solidarity in thought and action, her defiance of the forces of racism and reaction, and her remarkable resilience and 
intellectual curiosity which led her to teach and write, to engage and then to wholeheartedly embrace the struggles of 
her time—tell us much about ourselves and the challenges to buck up." ―Bernadine Dohrn, Monthly Review 
 
"What Barbara Ransby achieved in her biography of Ella Baker is repeated with verve and astonishing insight in Eslanda." 
―Herb Boyd, New York Amsterdam News 
 
"From a master biographer and historian of African American women, this mesmerizing story of an extraordinary 
woman's life and struggles offers a global view of black radical history. After this book no one will be able to think of 
Eslanda merely as Mrs. Paul Robeson."―Linda Gordon, author, Dorothea Lange: A Life Beyond Limits 
 
"This is an enormously rich book by a masterful biographer, full of novel insights and surprises." 
―Penny Von Eschen, University of Michigan 
 
Dr. Barbara Ransby is a historian, author, and longtime activist. She is the author of the acclaimed biography Ella Baker 
and the Black Freedom Movement. Ransby was one of the founders of African American Women in Defense of Ourselves 
in 1991 and the Black Radical Congress in 1998. She is the editor of the journal Souls: A Critical Journal of Black Politics, 
Culture and Society, and Professor and Director of the Social Justice Initiative at the University of Illinois at Chicago. 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 
 

MANIFESTING JUSTICE:  
WRONGLY CONVICTED WOMEN RECLAIM THEIR RIGHTS 
Valena Beety (Citadel, May 2022)     
Acquiring Editor: Michaela Hamilton 
 
With a foreword by Koa Beck, author of White Feminism. 
 
“Arizona University law professor Beety spotlights the case of her former client Leigh Stubbs 
in this shocking study of how the criminal justice system discriminates against “poor people 
of color and people with non-mainstream identities such as genderqueer and transgender 
individuals,” … Enriched by Beety’s lucid case studies and vivid profiles of Stubbs and other 
clients, this is an invigorating and eye-opening call to action. (June)” ―Publishers Weekly 
 

When Valena Beety first became a federal prosecutor, her goal was to protect victims, especially women, from cycles of 
violence. What she discovered was that not only did prosecutions often fail to help victims, they frequently relied on 
false information, forensic fraud, and police and prosecutor misconduct. 
  
Seeking change, Beety began working in the Innocence Movement, helping to free factually innocent people through 
DNA testing and criminal justice reform. Manifesting Justice focuses on the shocking story of Beety’s client Leigh 
Stubbs—a young, queer woman in Mississippi, convicted of a horrific crime she did not commit because of her sexual 
orientation. Beety weaves Stubbs’s harrowing narrative through the broader story of a broken criminal justice system 
where defendants—including disproportionate numbers of women of color and queer individuals—are convicted due to 
racism, prejudice, coerced confessions, and false identifications. 
  
Drawing on interviews with both innocence advocates and wrongfully convicted women, along with Beety’s own 
experiences as an expert litigator and a queer woman, Manifesting Justice provides a unique outsider/insider 
perspective. Beety expands our notion of justice to include not just people who are factually innocent, but those who 
are over-charged, pressured into bad plea deals, and over-sentenced. The result is a riveting and timely book that not 
only advocates for reforming the conviction process—it will transform our very ideas of crime and punishment, what 
innocence is, and who should be free. 
 
Valena Beety is a former federal prosecutor and innocence litigator who represented Leigh Stubbs in post-conviction. 
She has successfully exonerated wrongfully convicted clients, obtained presidential grants of clemency for drug 
offenders, served as an elected board member of the national Innocence Network, and was appointed commissioner on 
the West Virginia Governor’s Indigent Defense Commission.  She is currently a Professor of Law at Arizona State 
University Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law and the Deputy Director of the Academy for Justice, a criminal justice 
center at the law school that connects research with policy reform.  Previously, she founded and directed the West 
Virginia Innocence Project at the West Virginia University College of Law and practiced as a Senior Staff Attorney at the 
Mississippi Innocence Project, representing clients on death row.   
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 
 

AURORA 
Dr. Lynne Fenton and Kerrie Droban (Berkley, July 2022)       
Acquiring Editor: Tracy Burnstein 
 
“We rarely glimpse inside the minds of mass murderers, much less the minds of the 
professionals who crawl into them. Here, Dr. Lynne Fenton chronicles her deep dive into a 
genuine madman’s nerve center—and the personal price she paid for it. Aurora is a vital, 
important book that captures the human and legal confusion in the aftermath of mass 
murder. It can’t bring the dead back to life, but it can make you feel the terror. It takes 
your breath away.”―Ron Franscell, bestselling author of The Darkest 
Night and ShadowMan 
 
“The harrowing story of a woman who saw violence on the horizon but was powerless to 

prevent it. This book is disturbing on multiple levels.” 
―Peter Langman, PhD, author of Warning Signs: Identifying School Shooters Before They Strike 
 
“Insightful, brilliant, and unflinching, Aurora sheds light on America’s most disturbing and inexplicable crimes—mass 
shootings. The authors have created a page-turner that both fascinates and educates. This in-depth study of random 
violence will serve as a wake-up call to help prevent future massacres.” ―Leslie Rule, bestselling author of true crime, 
including A Tangled Web: A Cyberstalker, A Deadly Obsession, and the Twisting Path to Justice 
 
“Aurora is a captivating descent into a mind without a conscience and the tightrope walk of the psychiatrist trying to 
bring him back from the brink. When he committed a mass murder, shock and pain reverberated through a whole 
community including his former psychiatrist, who was scapegoated without mercy. A vivid and disturbing read that will 
haunt you for days.”―Diane Fanning, bestselling author of true crime, including Death on the River 
 
"A terrifying inside portrait of the Aurora, Colorado, movie theater killer from the psychiatrist who treated him in the 
months prior to the massacre." ―Peter Vronsky, author of American Serial Killers 
 
Lynne Fenton, MD attended The Chicago Medical School on a military scholarship and completed her four year 
residency in Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation (PM&R) at the prestigious Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, part of 
the Northwestern University medical campus. She then served as Chief of Physical Medicine of the US Air Force during 
Operation Desert Storm. Upon completing her military service she relocated to Colorado and returned to training at the 
University of Colorado Medical School, completing a psychiatry residency followed by a research fellowship in brain 
imaging.  
  
Kerrie Droban is a criminal defense attorney and the award-winning author of several true crime books, one of which 
was made into a television series called "Gangland Undercover." She is a national speaker and expert consultant on 
criminal pathology, organized crime, and outlaw motorcycle gangs. She has appeared in several true crime television 
shows including CNBC's American Greed, "A & E's "Gangland" "Behind Enemy Lines", Investigation ID, Discovery 
Channel's "Deadly Devotion," and "Fatal Vows," and in episodes of Grave Mysteries, "Deep Undercover," "Homicide City 
Philadelphia," and HLN's "Vengeance Killer Millionaires." 
  



13 | S a n d r a  D i j k s t r a  &  A s s o c i a t e s  S p r i n g  –  S u m m e r  2 0 2 2  
 

HISTORY 
 

HOW FREE SPEECH SAVED DEMOCRACY: 
THE UNTOLD HISTORY OF HOW THE FIRST AMENDMENT BECAME AN 
ESSENTIAL TOOL FOR SECURING LIBERTY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 
Christopher M. Finan  (Steerforth, April 2022)            
Acquiring Editor: Chip Fleischer 
 
"Issues a full-throated defense of free expression in this sharply focused history . . . Making 
an airtight case that those who wish to restrict speech will always present their reasons for 
doing so as a product of extraordinary times, Finan issues a stark warning against 
encroaching on the freedom of expression. Progressives will want to take heed." 
―Publishers Weekly 
 
“A historical demonstration of the indispensability of the First Amendment [and] … 

an earnest and timely argument for [its] enduring value.”  ―Kirkus Reviews 
 
"Great storytelling about the history and importance of the First Amendment, from someone who has spent his life 
defending — and using — it."  ―Mary Beth Tinker 
 
"Accessible, useful, and relevant." ―Booklist 
 
"As copies of Toni Morrison's Beloved are pulled from library shelves, Finan offers a brief but timely work on free speech 
and its discontents." ―Gary Shteyngart, author of Our Country Friends 
 
Uncovering vivid and engaging stories about First Amendment pioneers, How Free Speech Saved Democracy shows how 
their struggle made possible the surging protests that aim to expand democracy today. 
 
Written by a historian who became a full-time defender of civil liberties and has spent four decades advocating for the 
rights of victims of censorship, this book grew out of Finan’s desire to address the declining support for free speech that 
is occurring as our country becomes increasingly polarized. 
 
Through his evocative storytelling Finan demonstrates how the most effective antidote for the growth of hate speech 
and violence is support for and cultivation of the robust alternative of free speech. 
 
Christopher M. Finan has been involved in the fight against censorship for 35 years. He is executive director of 
the National Coalition Against Censorship and the former president of the American Booksellers Foundation for Free 
Expression. After working as a newspaper reporter, he studied American history at Columbia University, where he 
received his Ph.D. in 1992. He is the author of Alfred E. Smith: The Happy Warrior, Drunks: An American 
History, and From the Palmer Raids to the Patriot Act: A History of the Fight for Free Speech in America, winner of the 
American Library Association’s Eli M. Oboler Award. 
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BIOGRAPHY 
 

WARMING UP JULIA CHILD:  
THE REMARKABLE FIGURES WHO SHAPED A LEGEND 
Helen Horowitz (Pegasus, April 2022)      
Acquiring Editor: Jessica Case 
 
"Horowitz’s (A Taste for Provence, 2016) liberal use of Julia’s notebooks and diaries adds 
telling detail to this biography. The chef's many fans will deeply appreciate Horowitz’s 
intimate insights into how Julia developed a network of talented, nurturing colleagues who 
helped transform her into a highly revered cultural icon."  
―Booklist (starred review) 
 
Julia Child's monumental Mastering the Art of French Cooking and iconic television 
show The French Chef required a team of innovators to bring out her unique presence and 

personality. Warming Up Julia Child is behind-the-scenes look at this supporting team, revealing how the savvy of these 
helpers, collaborators, and supporters contributed to Julia's overwhelming success.  
 
Julia is the central subject, but Helen Horowitz has her share the stage with those who aided her work. She reveals that 
the most important element in Julia Child’s ultimate success was her unusual capacity for forming fruitful alliances, 
whether it was Paul Child, Simone Beck, Avis DeVoto, Judith Jones and William Koshland (at Knopf), and Ruth Lockwood 
(at WGBH). Without the contribution of these six collaborators Julia could never have accomplished what she did.    
 
Filled with vivid correspondence, fascinating characters, and the iconic joie de vivre that makes us come back to Julia 
again and again, Warming Up Julia Child is essential reading for anyone who adores Julia and her legacy. 
 
Praise for Rewriting Sex: 
“Rewriting Sex accomplishes two rarely seen objectives in a history book. First, Horowitz takes old, well-traversed 
material and reformulates it into a startling and provocative new narrative…Second, and more impressively, she 
accomplishes this with an economy of words written in clear, crisp and easy-to-follow prose.” 
―Timothy J. Gilfoyle, Loyola University Chicago 
 
“Helen Lefkowitz Horowitz’s volume is so welcome; it combines an unparalleled assortment of primary sources with a 
clear but sophisticated analysis of the social and cultural meanings of sex and sexual knowledge in antebellum era.” 
―Amy Greenberg, Pennsylvania State University 
 
Helen Lefkowitz Horowitz, Sydenham Clark Parsons Professor of American History and American Studies, emerita, Smith 
College, is a historian whose work has focused on the cultural history of the U.S. and on culturally important biographical 
subjects. Honors include the 2003 citation for her book Rereading Sex (Knopf, 2002) as one of three finalists for the 
Pulitzer Prize in History and the Merle Curti Award given by the Organization of American Historians for the best book in 
American social or intellectual history. In 2011 she (in conjunction with Patricia Hills) won the W.E. Fischelis Book Award 
of the Victorian Society of America for John Singer Sargent: Portraits in Praise of Women. Helen is also a well-known 
emerita professor at Smith College. The college’s large alumnae are unusually loyal to their alma mater, as 
was Julia Child during her lifetime.  
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MYSTERY/THRILLER 
 

BRICKS AND BONES (SIN CITY BOOK 5) 
J.D. Allen (Severn River Press, March 2022)             
Acquiring Editor: Andrew Watts 
 
Praise for J.D. Allen and the Sin City Investigations series: 
 
"Secrets abound, and Allen doesn’t shy away from twists...”  
―LynDee Walker, Amazon Charts bestselling author of Fear No Truth 
 
"Settle in, take a deep breath, and keep those pages turning..."  
―Tami Hoag, #1 New York Times Best Selling Author 
 
"...characters who will bring you along with them on a great thrill ride!" 
 ―Heather Graham, New York Times Best Selling Author 

 
"Overall, a must read for thriller fans and perhaps the best PI story we have read this year so far." ―Mystery Tribune 
 
“That wonderful and rare combination of high-speed suspense and complex, richly drawn characters will keep you on 
the edge of your seat.” ―Jeffery Deaver, New York Times bestselling author 
 
"...One foot in the classic PI tradition and the other in the new age...a smart, fast-paced book that will keep the reader 
on edge from start to finish." ―Reed Farrel Coleman, New York Times bestselling author of What You Break 
 
"...A labyrinthine path that immerses readers in the dark history of this glitzy town. It’s a good thing for readers that 
what happens in Vegas doesn’t stay there, so we can follow this gritty mystery to its rewarding finale."  
―Katherine Ramsland, professor of forensic psychology and author of How to Catch a Killer 
 
What do Jeffrey Dahmer's murderous glove, a brick from Lizzy Borden's fireplace, a girl missing for over a decade, and an 
old mob boss have in common? That's what PI Jim Bean must find out to solve his next case. 
 
When Irving Silverland hires him to find some missing murderabilia objects from his museum, Jim Bean struggles to find 
a motive behind the strange theft. But when one of the exhibit's employees is bludgeoned to death with the stolen brick 
that came from Lizzie Borden's fireplace, the bigger picture behind the crimes begins to take shape. As legend has it, 
infamous mobster Phillip DeAngelo buried his fortune somewhere in the Vegas desert-and Jim suspects that Silverland's 
museum holds the key to the treasure's location. Now, more than one person is ready to kill Silverland's daughter to get 
their hands on it. 
 
As a trail of violent crimes blazes through Vegas, Jim Bean finds himself scrambling to untangle the Silverland family's 
dark history. But when he gets too close to the truth, the fortune hunters will do anything to keep him quiet...even if 
that means putting him six feet under. 
 
J.D. Allen earned a degree in physical anthropology and a creative writing minor from The Ohio State University. Her 
mystery books include the Sin City Investigation Series and multiple short stories that are featured in several 
anthologies. In the romance world, J.D. has also published 11 books and novellas. A past chair of the Bouchercon 
Convention National board and past president of the Triangle Chapter of Sisters in Crime, J.D. Allen loves to give back to 
new authors with classes on the basics of crime scene investigation, pacing, voice, POV, and public speaking.  
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MYSTERY/THRILLER 
 

STRANGERS WE KNOW 
Elle Marr (Thomas & Mercer, May 2022)              
Acquiring Editor: Mecha Parekh 
 
“The increasingly tense plot takes turns the reader won’t see coming. Marr is a writer to 
watch.” ―Publishers Weekly 

“Elle Marr is an author to know. Just when you think you understand the motives behind 
her characters and the way their story lines are being presented—bam!—Elle will hit you 
with twists you won’t see coming. Told from multiple points of view, Strangers We Know is 
about more than Ivy learning of her past and, shockingly, the serial killer within her family; 
it’s also about knowing who to trust and how to discern who’s telling the complete story. 
Because if everyone has secrets, are they truly family or only strangers? Read Strangers We 
Know to find out.” ―Georgina Cross, bestselling author of The Stepdaughter 

“Elle Marr burst onto the suspense scene in 2020 with her bestselling debut, The Missing Sister, and followed up a year 
later with Lies We Bury, another trust-no-one murder mystery. With her third novel, Strangers We Know, Marr firmly 
establishes herself as a master of ‘did that really just happen?’ thrillers. Strangers We Know has plot twists so 
unexpected and characters so creepy you won’t want to turn out the lights, and the ending is surprising in multiple 
ways. Who knew a deranged-serial-killer whodunit could leave you with all the feels?”  
―A.H. Kim, author of A Good Family 
 
“Dark family secrets, serial murder, and a cult? Yes, please. Twisty and a little twisted, the highly addictive and surprise-
packed Strangers We Know will have you pulling an all-nighter.” ―Heather Chavez, author of No Bad Deed 

“From the first page I was gripped by Strangers We Know and read through the night till the end. The novel is thrilling 
beyond belief, with suspense and twists ratcheting up on each page. Elle Marr is brilliant at delving into the darkness of 
a seemingly normal family, and by the time she pulls back the curtains on each character, the terror has built so 
excruciatingly, you just have to keep going till you find out every single thing—you’re afraid to know, but you have to 
know. This is the year’s must read.” ―Luanne Rice, bestselling author of The Shadow Box 
 
Adopted when she was only days old, Ivy Hon knows little about her lineage. But when she’s stricken with a mystery 
illness, the results of a genetic test to identify the cause attract the FBI. According to Ivy’s DNA, she’s related to the Full 
Moon Killer, who has terrorized the Pacific Northwest for decades. Ivy is the FBI’s hope to stop the enigmatic predator 
from killing again. When an online search connects Ivy with her younger cousin, she heads to rural Rock Island, 
Washington, to meet the woman. Motivated by a secret desire to unmask a murderous relative, Ivy reaches out to 
what’s left of a family of strangers.  
 
Discovering her mother’s tragic fate and her father’s disappearance is just the beginning. As Ivy ventures into a serial 
killer’s home territory, she realizes that she may be the next victim of poisonous blood ties. 
 
Elle Marr is the #1 Amazon Charts bestselling author of The Missing Sister and Lies We Bury. She graduated from UC San 
Diego before moving to France, where she earned a master’s degree from the Sorbonne University in Paris. Originally 
from Sacramento, Elle now lives in Oregon with her husband, son, and one very demanding feline.  



17 | S a n d r a  D i j k s t r a  &  A s s o c i a t e s  S p r i n g  –  S u m m e r  2 0 2 2  
 

MYSTERY/THRILLER 
 

RENEGADE 

Nancy Allen (Grand Central, March 2022)      
Acquiring Editor: Alex Logan 
 
“Keeps you glued to the page from start to finish, and that’s a very rare thing.” 
 ―James Patterson, #1 New York Times bestselling author 
 
Assistant DA Kate Stone has just suffered the biggest loss of her career. She’d worked so 
hard to prosecute a serial assaulter of women, and it was a case she should have won. But a 
corrupt judge allowed Max James to walk free. When he confronts her outside the 
courthouse, she punches James, and he goes down hard. After the footage is plastered 
across every TV screen, Kate’s boss demands that she either attend anger management 
meetings or give up the job she lives for. 
 

Begrudgingly, Kate attends her first meeting. Inside is a group of people all failed by the justice system. Their mission: to 
do everything in their power to help right wrongs, even if outside the law. Unsure who to trust among this unlikely team 
of renegades, Kate begins to dig into Max James’s secret life and her explosive discoveries will lead to a stunning new 
twist in the case. And turn her into the prime suspect. 
 
Bestselling author Nancy Allen practiced law for fifteen years as Assistant Missouri Attorney General and Assistant 
Prosecutor in her native Ozarks, trying over thirty jury cases. She served on the faculty of Missouri State University for 
fifteen years, teaching law classes. She is the author of the Ozarks Mystery series. With James Patterson, Nancy is co-
author of New York Times Bestseller Juror #3 (2018) and Jailhouse Lawyer (2021). Renegade is the first book in 
her Anonymous Justice series.  
 

DO NO HARM (LUCAS PAGE BOOK 3) 
Robert Pobi (Minotaur, August 2022)       
Acquiring Editor: Keith Kahla 
 
"Combines an unusual lead with nail-biting suspense...the artful plot twists keep readers 
guessing until the end." ―Publishers Weekly  
 
In Robert Pobi's thriller Do No Harm, a series of suicides and accidental deaths in the 
medical community are actually well-disguised murders and only Lucas Page can see the 
pattern and discern the truth that no one else believes. Lucas Page is a polymath, 
astrophysicist, professor, husband, father of five adopted children, bestselling author, and 
ex-FBI agent―emphasis on "ex."  
 
Lucas Page's wife Erin loses a friend, a gifted plastic surgeon, to suicide and Lucas begins 

to realize how many people Erin knew that have died in the past year, in freak accidents and now suicide. Intrigued 
despite himself, Page begins digging through obituaries and realizes that there's a pattern―a bad one. These deaths 
don't make sense unless the doctors are being murdered, the target of a particularly clever killer. This time, the FBI 
wants as little to do with Lucas as he does with them so he's left with only one option―ignore it and go back to his 
normal life. But then, the pattern reveals that the next victim is likely to be... Erin herself.  
 
Robert Pobi is the author of several novels, including the international bestsellers Bloodman and Harvest, as well as the 
Lucas Page thrillers, which begin with City of Windows. He lives in Canada.  
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MYSTERY/THRILLER 
 

THE UNQUIET DEAD 
Stacie Murphy (Pegasus, April 2022)           
Acquiring Editor: Victoria Wenzel 
 
Three months after her harrowing experience on Blackwell’s Island, Amelia is settling 
back into her work at the nightclub and doing her best to come to terms with her new 
ability to commune with the spirit world. The last thing she wants to do is hunt another 
killer through the streets of Gilded Age New York. But when she and her brother Jonas 
discover the body—and spirit—of a young girl whose recent kidnapping electrified the 
city, Amelia’s resolve wavers. It breaks entirely when a fifteen-year-old boy—the son of 
one of the club’s Black waiters and his Irish immigrant wife—is accused of the crime.  
 
Amelia and Jonas have to find the real murderer, and they have to do it quickly: in five 
days, the boy will be transferred to the brutal Sing Sing prison to await trial. For such a 

notorious suspect, it’s as good as a death sentence. With the city in an uproar and an ambitious reporter watching their 
every move, they race to uncover the truth. But as the evidence increasingly points to the boy's guilt, Amelia and Jonas 
are forced to wonder: are they saving an innocent, or working to free a killer? 
 
Praise for Stacie Murphy’s A Deadly Fortune: 
 
"Stellar. Convincing characterizations, taut plotting, and vivid depiction of the class, gender, and racial tensions roiling 
Gilded Age New York make this entry a standout. Murphy is a historical writer to watch." ―Publishers Weekly (starred) 
 
“Murphy serves up a dark side of the Gilded Age with intrigue, historical detail, and captivating characters. This is a 
mystery to savor!”  
―Dianne Freeman, award-winning author of the Countess of Harleigh mysteries 
 
"The 1893 world of the infamous lunatic asylum on Blackwell's Island comes alive in frightening and horrific detail as a 
string of murders for profit is discovered when a young woman with a gift for contacting the dead becomes an 
accidental patient. She must fight for her life as well as her freedom in this engrossing mystery that reveals that all was 
not golden in Gilded Age New York.” ―Rosemary Simpson, author of Death Brings a Shadow: A Gilded Age Mystery 
 
“Stacie Murphy proves herself to be a masterful storyteller with A Deadly Fortune—an elegantly written, fast-paced 
mystery that blends the dark side of the Gilded Age, great characters and a paranormal twist. Impossible to put down.” 
―Julie McElwain, author of the Kendra Donovan Mystery Series 
 
"This engrossing mystery, rich in period detail, probes the dark side of Gilded Age New York and the even darker side of 
life at the insane asylum on Blackwell’s Island. Amelia has a special gift that both helps and complicates her search for 
the truth, making her a unique heroine. A Deadly Fortune builds to a satisfying conclusion that will whet the reader’s 
appetite for more of Amelia’s adventures!” ―Clarissa Harwood, author of Impossible Saints and Bear No Malice 
 
Stacie Murphy, author of the acclaimed A Deadly Fortune, grew up near Nashville, Tennessee. She began writing 
historical novels as a way to force herself to stay off Twitter in the evenings. She lives in Northern Virginia with her 
family.  
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SUSPENSE/THRILLER 
 

THE WOMAN IN THE LIBRARY 
Sulari Gentill (Sourcebooks, June 2022)              
Acquiring Editor: Diane DiBiase 
 
Book Riot's 15 Best New Mystery Books of 2022  
BookBub Most Anticipated Books of 2022 
PopSugar's 25 Must Read Thrillers and Mysteries in 2022  
We Are Bookish 24 Highly Anticipated Books Hitting Shelves in 2022  
GoodReads Most Anticipated New Mysteries  
#1 Library Reads in June 2022 
 
"This thrilling excursion into metafiction from Australian author Gentill (Crossing the Lines) 
wittily examines the writing process itself...This elegantly constructed novel is intelligent, 
funny, and profound. Who could ask for more?" ―Publishers Weekly, (starred review) 

 
"[The Woman in the Library] is a mystery-within-a-mystery, with the clues in Freddie's story becoming more intriguing as 
Leo's advice becomes more sinister. The two story lines work together beautifully, amping up the suspense before 
reaching a surprising conclusion." ―Booklist 

"The Woman in the Library is a delicious read―it's a book that makes you feel. Cunningly crafted, with layers that fold 
back and feed upon each other, charming characters, and revelations that will make you cringe and gasp. You will feel a 
rising sense of dread as you read it, but you won't want to stop." ―Daniel O'Malley, author of The Rook 
 
"The Woman in the Library is a sophisticated mystery with more layers than an onion, created by a master hand. Clever 
plot twists in Gentill's signature refined style will make you feel smarter just by reading. Sulari Gentill has done it again." 
―Ellie Marney, New York Times bestselling author 
 
"Brace yourself for twists and turns when picking up this thriller, which features a story within a story. " ―BookBub 
Most Anticipated Books of 2022 
 
"The ever-brilliant Sulari Gentill dazzles in her new The Woman in the Library...you'll have to figure this out for yourself. 
And you will cheer along the way." ―BookTrib 
 
"The Woman in the Library by Sulari Gentill is a captivating literary thriller about the friendship forged by four 
strangers. " ―PopSugar 
 
"Sulari Gentill's The Woman in the Library is a thrill. The library setting, the conceit of four strangers at a table, and the 
twisty story-within-a-story make Gentill's novel unputdownable. The book is a treat for readers who love books about 
books and who like their mysteries to keep them guessing until the very last page." ―Eva Jurczyk, author of The 
Department of Rare Books and Special Collections 
 
"With each new chapter, Gentill opens the door to new histories. More murders...more clues...The Woman in the 
Library is a page-turner from beginning to end. As Gentill's characters grow, the desire to know more about each 
ensnares us, and the only way out is to read to the end." ―New York Journal of Books 
 
Award-winning author Sulari Gentill delivers a sharply thrilling read with THE WOMAN IN THE LIBRARY, an unexpectedly 
twisty literary adventure that examines the complicated nature of friendship and shows us that words can be the most 
treacherous weapons of all.  



20 | S a n d r a  D i j k s t r a  &  A s s o c i a t e s  S p r i n g  –  S u m m e r  2 0 2 2  
 

MYSTERY 
 

THE LOST 
Jeffrey Burton (St. Martin’s, June 2022)              
Acquiring Editor: Daniela Rapp 
 
“Enjoyable . . . Will keep readers turning the pages . . . Dog lovers are in for a treat.”  
—Publishers Weekly 
 
“The Lost grabs you with both hands and keeps you turning the pages to the very end. 
Burton’s tremendous talent for storytelling is gripping, suspenseful, and spot on. And if 
you are a dog lover, this book is essential reading. I highly recommend it.”  
―Allen Eskens, Bestselling author of The Life We Bury and The Shadows We Hide 
 
“A high-octane thriller that will keep you guessing until the electrifying ending. 
Exceptional character development and breakneck pacing. If you haven’t yet read a 
Mace Reid Mystery, what are you waiting for?”  

―Liv Constantine, bestselling author of The Last Mrs. Parrish 
 
“Obviously, The Lost is a terrific crime novel for dog lovers, but what I specifically found fascinating is how Burton 
masterfully peels away the layers of the villains’ plot. This is a howdunnit of the highest quality, a page-turner that you 
won’t want to put down.”  
―Raymond Benson, author of Bond, The Black Stiletto, and Blues in the Dark 
 
“Burton delivers a thriller that’s not only compelling but offers a good many chuckles along the way. The plot is 
wonderfully twisty and includes a couple of villains who are unique and oddly captivating. Add to the mix a pack of 
cadaver dogs that’ll charm your socks off, a wry narrative voice, and you’ve got the recipe for a deliciously delightful 
read. You’ll savor this one, I guarantee it.”  
―William Kent Krueger, New York Times bestselling author of This Tender Land 
 
“Action, humor, and danger collide in THE LOST, the third installment in Jeffrey B. Burton’s Mace Reid K-9 mystery 
series. In a race to find a missing child, Mace and his pack face corrupt CEOs, the Russian mafia, and more bodies than 
anyone but Vira could handle. Burton brings each character to life―humans and animals―with wit and heart. A wild 
and satisfying adventure.” ―Mindy Mejia, bestselling author of Everything You Want Me To Be and Strike Me Down 
 
"Boy, this book has it all... Gatsby-like wealth, fraud, murder, kidnapping, ransom... a heart-stopping ending, and dogs. 
Lots of dogs. It shouldn't be so much fun to read about such things. But it really is." ―Steve Thayer of The Weatherman 
 
Jeffrey B. Burton is the author of many novels including The Finders, The Chessman, and The Eulogist. He is an active 
member of Mystery Writers of America, International Thriller Writers and the Horror Writers Association and lives in St. 
Paul, Minnesota with his family.  
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THRILLER 
 

BLACKOUT 
Erin Flanagan (Thomas & Mercer, May 2022)             
Acquiring Editor: Jessica Tribble 
 
Erin's DEER SEASON won the 2022 Edgar Award for Best First Novel   
 
“Flanagan keeps the reader guessing to the surprising climax. She remains a writer to 
watch.” ―Publishers Weekly 
 
“Intense and creepy, Blackout is a slow-burn thriller that explores the intersection of 
cutting-edge technology and the Me Too movement. You won’t be able to 
put Blackout down until you find out how all the pieces of the puzzle fit together!”  
―Aggie Blum Thompson, author of I Don’t Forgive You  
 
Seven hard-won months into her sobriety, sociology professor Maris Heilman has her first 

blackout. She chalks it up to exhaustion, though she fears that her husband and daughter will suspect she’s drinking 
again. Whatever their cause, the glitches start becoming more frequent. Sometimes minutes, sometimes longer, but 
always leaving Maris with the same disorienting question: Where have I been? 

Then another blackout lands Maris in the ER, where she makes an alarming discovery. A network of women is battling 
the same inexplicable malady. Is it a bizarre coincidence or something more sinister? What do all the women have in 
common besides missing time? Or is it who they have in common? 

In a desperate search for answers, Maris has no idea what’s coming next―just the escalating paranoia that her 
memories may be beyond her control, and that everything she knows could disappear in the blink of an eye. 
 
Erin Flanagan is the Edgar Award–winning author of Deer Season, and two short story collections, The Usual 
Mistakes and It’s Not Going to Kill You and Other Stories. She’s held fellowships to Yaddo, MacDowell, the Sewanee 
Writers’ Conference, the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference, Ucross, and the Vermont Studio Center. An English professor 
at Wright State University, Erin lives in Dayton, Ohio, with her husband, daughter, two cats, two dogs, and her friendly, 
caustic thoughts. 

 

THE SUMMER WE BURIED 
Jody Gehrman (St. Martin’s, March 2022)           
Acquiring Editor: Melissa Rechter 
 
"Gripping… Gehrman keeps the suspense high… Psychological thriller fans will find much to 
like." ―Publishers Weekly 
 
Jody Gehrman has authored several novels and numerous plays for stage and screen. Her 
young-adult novel, Babe in Boyland, won the International Reading Association's Teen Choice 
Award and was optioned by the Disney Channel. Jody's plays have been produced or had 
staged readings in Ashland, New York, San Francisco, Chicago and L.A. Her full-length, Tribal 
Life in America, won the Ebell Playwrights Prize and received a staged reading at the historic 

Ebell Theater in Los Angeles. She and her partner David Wolf won the New Generation Playwrights Award for their one-
act, Jake Savage, Jungle P.I. She holds a master’s degree in Professional Writing from the University of Southern 
California and is a professor of Communications at Mendocino College in Northern California.  
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THRILLER 
 

THE FOURTH PROPHECY 
Glenn Cooper (Grand Central, May 2022)       
Acquiring Editor: Alex Logan 
 
“Smart and entertaining, every page is pitch perfect.  A terrific story, terrifically told.” 
 ―Steve Berry, New York Times bestselling author 
 
"Cooper's name on a book's cover guarantees two things: an elaborate story with plenty of 
twists and turns and a swift pace that carries the reader through to the end." 
―Booklist on The Debt 
 
"Cooper’s intelligent, heart-pounding homage to Raiders of the Lost Ark and The Da Vinci 
Code will appeal to fans of action, thriller and conspiracy genres." 
―Booklist on Sign of the Cross 

 
"[Cooper] is no ordinary thriller writer, but one who asks big questions."―Sunday Telegraph (UK) 
 
"The debut of a startling new talent. Here is a story both incandescent and explosive. A seamless blend of modern-day 
thriller and historical mystery with an ending that left me breathless." 
―James Rollins, New York Times bestselling author on Library of the Dead 
 
A beloved professor of theology and archaeology at Harvard, Cal Donovan has achieved renown – but he drops 
everything when he is called by his friend Pope Celestine to investigate the potential existence of a mysterious 
prophecy. And it soon becomes clear that another party is desperate and willing to kill for the same information. 
 
In a race against time that will lead him from Lisbon to Rome and to London and Paris, Donovan will become the only 
person standing in the way of unspeakable destruction. Now his only hope for survival is to outwit, outrun, and outlast 
his enemies long enough to get to the truth behind the Fourth Prophecy. 
 
Glenn Cooper is an internationally bestselling thriller writer. His previous books, including his bestselling Library of the 
Dead trilogy, have been translated into 31 languages and have sold over 7 million copies. He graduated from Harvard 
University, Magna Cum Laude, with a B.A. in Archeology. Cooper attended Tufts University School of Medicine and then 
practiced internal medicine and infectious diseases in hospitals, clinics, and refugee camps in conflict zones before 
joining the biotechnology industry where he was the CEO of several publicly traded companies. Now he writes full-time 
and lives in Florida and New Hampshire.  
  



23 | S a n d r a  D i j k s t r a  &  A s s o c i a t e s  S p r i n g  –  S u m m e r  2 0 2 2  
 

MYSTERY/THRILLER 
 

GOOD NIGHT, FOREVER (SAM CARVER BOOK 3) 
Jeffrey Fleishman (Blackstone, April 2022)             
Acquiring Editor: Haila Williams 
 
"From the first page, My Detective moves as smooth as a bullet train through the shadowy 
world of night. Its hypnotic prose and scintillating characters guarantee that once you're on 
board you'll be riding this one to the end." 
―Michael Connelly, #1 New York Times bestselling author, on My Detective 
 
"Carver is a complex, laconic, melancholy figure, and Fleishman...paints him in nuanced 
detail and lovely prose. Equally well evoked is the city itself. We're deep in Raymond 
Chandler territory here, a land of mean streets and tarnished heroes."   
―Seattle Times on Last Dance 
 

"Fleishman's writing style is reminiscent of the 1940s style of the likes of Raymond Chandler, and yet Fleishman seems 
to take it one step further. The story is alive; it breathes; every paragraph brings the reader a sense of being there, of 
being Carver. Fleishman's writing in the first person ensures that the reader is always in Carver's mind."  
―New York Journal of Books on Last Dance 
 
Jeffrey Fleishman is a Pulitzer Prize finalist and longtime foreign correspondent. He has had postings in Rome, Berlin, 
and Cairo and has covered wars in Iraq, Libya, and Kosovo. He returned to America in 2014 and is Foreign editor of the 
Los Angeles Times. He has written four other novels, 'My Detective' and 'Last Dance' (the first two Sam Carver books), 
'Shadow Man', and 'Promised Virgins: A Novel of Jihad'. 
 

 

I TOLD YOU THIS WOULD HAPPEN 
Elaine Murphy (Grand Central, July 2022)        
Acquiring Editor: Alex Logan 
 
Praise for Look What You Made Me Do: 
 
"Murphy sensitively explores the bonds of sisterhood amid all the murder and mayhem. 
Those looking for an offbeat serial killer thriller will have fun."  
―Publishers Weekly 
 
“Good versus evil has never been so twisted or deliciously cunning. I stayed up all night to 
see how it ended.”   
―Alessandra Torre, New York Times bestselling author 
 

Elaine Murphy is a Canadian author who has lived on both coasts and several places in between. Among other things, 
she has volunteered in Zambia, taught English in China, and jumped off a bridge and out of an airplane. She has a 
diploma in Writing for Film & Television but has never worked in either field. Instead, she took an interest in the dark 
side and began plotting suspense and thrillers. She enjoys putting ordinary people in extraordinarily difficult situations 
and seeing what they do about it. She lives in Vancouver, Canada. 
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LIFESTYLE 
 

SACRED SEX 
Gabriela Herstik (TarcherPerigee, July 2022)       
Acquiring Editor: Nina Shield 
 
"Gabriela Herstik bids you to leave your shame and hang-ups at the door as she escorts 
you through the magickal power of sensuality and pleasure in her provocative 
book. With a strong ethical focus on consent and boundaries, Herstik asserts that sacred 
sexuality begins with the self. Full of insightful journal prompts to assist the reader in 
evaluating and reflecting on their personal relationship with sexuality, this book also 
includes many great energy exercises, meditations, and rituals to tap into the powerful 
currents of magickal hedonism. Embracing that witchy liminal space where the profane 
is sacred and desire is holy, Sacred Sex is a fantastic guide for those looking to explore 
themselves and spice up their magickal practice regardless of one’s gender or sexual 

orientation."―Mat Auryn, bestselling author of Psychic Witch and Mastering Magick 
  
"Gabriela Herstik has created a learned and path-opening guide to the occult dimensions of sexuality, as perfectly suited 
to the present generation as it is to all times and places. You will discover new folds of yourself within its pages." 
―Mitch Horowitz, PEN Award-winning author of Occult America and Uncertain Places 
 
“The profane meets the sacred in this provocative yet soulful exploration of magic and personal mystery that will leave 
you feeling aroused, empowered, and in tune with your body like never before. This is Herstik at her finest, guiding us 
through the goose-fleshed terrain of sacred sexuality as she weaves a spell with every word.” 
―Devin Hunter, bestselling author of Modern Witch | Spells, Recipes, & Workings 
 
“Gabriela’s juicy wisdom invites you into a new erotic relationship with yourself, and life. One you’ve likely always been 
yearning for.” 
―Alexandra Roxo, author of Fuck Like a Goddess: Heal Yourself, Reclaim Your Voice, Stand in Your Power 
 
"Gabriela Herstik’s writing is passionate, inclusive, and embodied. Building on years of experience and drawing from the 
wellspring of Western esotericism, Herstik guides her reader towards a personal practice in a way that is both sensitive 
and encouraging of experimentation. Sacred Sex is a beautifully sincere and accessible guide to exploring erotic 
embodiment and sexual magic in a consensual, risk-aware, and (not least!) pleasure-affirming way." 
―Manon Hedenborg White, Senior Lecturer in Religious Studies and author of The Eloquent Blood: The Goddess 
Babalon and the Construction of Femininities in Western Esotericism 
 
There has never been a more vital time to embrace the union of sex and spirit. With Gabriela Herstik’s expert and 
inclusive guidance, learn to shed societally ingrained shame and reclaim your birthright to sacred sex as a foundational 
part of your spiritual path.  
  
Honoring the sexual as a path to the sacred is life- and heart-changing work that begins with you, respecting your 
desires, and standing in your erotic power. Whether you are single or in a relationship(s), embracing the divine erotic 
can infuse your life with purpose, love, self-lust, and plenty of magick, which you can then share with partners, lovers, 
and the world. 
 
Gabriela Herstik is the author of Inner Witch, Bewitching the Elements, and Embody Your Magick, and has written for 
outlets such as Vogue International, Glamour, i-D, Cosmopolitan, and NYLON. She is based in Los Angeles and is devoted 
to the Goddess of Love (and leads kinky rituals in Her honor).  
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WOMEN’S FICTION 
 

SMART GIRL SUMMER 
Kristin Rockaway (Montlake, August 2022)             
Acquiring Editor: Maria Gomez 
 
Praise for Kristin Rockaway: 
“Rockaway’s newest standalone offers an honest and open look at the mental health and 
relationship struggles of a modern career woman. Nicole’s struggles are real and relatable, 
while her happy ending is hard-earned and sweet.” —Library Journal 
 
"Rockaway delivers a sharp and funny tale of female empowerment with a side order of 
romance." —Publishers Weekly 

 
"As sexy as it is topical. Providing a peek into the world of twentysomethings dating in the digital age and (s)wiping out, 
the fast-paced tale will have readers laughing and celebrating as Mel shows what she's made of in the worlds of 
romance and tech." —Booklist 
 
"For everyone who has been wronged in the world of online dating! Revenge is a dish best served digitally in Kristin 
Rockaway's book capturing what it's like to pursue ambition and love in New York City. Snappy pacing, a delightful group 
of best friends, women innovating in tech and a workplace love interest made this a book I really enjoyed."  
—Sally Thorne, USA Today Bestselling author of The Hating Game and 99 Percent Mine 
 
Kristin Rockaway is a native New Yorker and recovering corporate software engineer. After working in the IT industry 
for far too many years, she finally traded the city for the surf and chased her dreams out to Southern California, where 
she spends her days happily writing stories instead of code. 

 
LUCY ON THE WILD SIDE 
Kerry Rea (Berkley, September 2022)       
Acquiring Editor: Angela Kim 
 
“The voice-y, hilarious, and unique rom-com I’ve been waiting for. Reality TV fans and animal 
lovers will go wild for its off-the charts tension and whip-sharp banter. Last, it beautifully 
captured the struggle of overcoming the past, broadening one’s horizons, and pursuing joy to 
the fullest. Perfect for fans of Christina Lauren and Kerry Winfrey.” 
—Amy Lea, author of Set on You 
 
“No monkeying around: I’m wild for Kerry Rea’s latest. Lucy on the Wild Side is a hilarious 

journey of self-discovery featuring a steamy romance, a unique zoo setting, and, of course, lots of gorillas. I would tune 
into the Lucy and Kai show any day of the week.”  —Amanda Elliot, author of Sadie on a Plate 
 
“Lucy on the Wild Side is a perfect meld of humor, heart, and romance. It’s a beautiful story about busting out of your 
comfort zone to find the joy that you deserve. Kerry Rea will make you laugh, cry, and swoon, and you’ll love every 
minute of it.”—Sarah Echavarre Smith, author of On Location and The Boy with the Bookstore 
 
Kerry Rea is a 2017 and 2019 #PitchWars mentee. Her work has appeared in Seventeen magazine. She lives in Columbus, 
Ohio, with her husband and four dogs. The Wedding Ringer is her debut novel.  
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ROMANCE/ROMCOM 
 

SARI, NOT SARI 
Sonya Singh (Simon & Schuster, April 2022)              
Acquiring Editor: Laurie Grassie 
 
"[A] delightful debut rom-com. . . . Chock-full of breakups and makeups, this energetic love 
story marks Singh as a writer to watch." ―Publishers Weekly 
 
"This romantic comedy has witty dialogue, likable characters, and a humorous tone. . . . The 
writing has moments of brilliance and insight that will resonate for the characters and readers 
alike. . . . This debut author's career will be worth watching."  ―Library Journal 
 
"Has all the ingredients for the most delicious rom-com: family intrigue, workplace drama, an 

intrepid heroine, a beguiling love interest, laugh-out-loud moments, and a madcap supporting cast. I just loved this 
delightful debut about finding love in a complicated world—and discovering who you are at the same time!" 
―Marissa Stapley, New York Times bestselling author of Reese's Book Club Pick Lucky 
 
"Pure romcom gold." —Ali Hazelwood, New York Times bestselling author of The Love Hypothesis 
 
Sonya Singh is a former entertainment reporter turned communications professional who has followed her dream of 
telling stories in front of the camera and now behind the scenes. Her debut novel, Sari, Not Sari, is an ode to her own 
personal dating experiences, during which she honed the art of writing the perfect break-up email/text. Sonya lives in 
Toronto, Canada.  
 
 

KISS ME NOW, COWBOY 
Dylann Crush (Berkley, August 2022)           
Acquiring Editor: Kristine Swartz 
 
“Kiss Me Now, Cowboy is a sweet and sexy romance that had me swooning from cover to 
cover. I adored Justin and Emmeline's story. Absolute paradise!” 
―AJ Pine, USA Today bestselling author 
 
“Filled with warmth, humor, and Texas-size family drama, Kiss Me Now, Cowboy swept me 
away along with its irresistible leads. Cowboys and tropical islands make for a charming 
escape in this heartwarming romance that brings the sweet and the sizzle!" 
―Alanna Martin, author of the Hearts of Alaska series 
 

Dylann Crush is the USA Today bestselling author of the Tying the Knot in Texas series, as well as All-American 
Cowboy and Cowboy Christmas Jubilee. A romantic at heart, she loves her heroines spunky and her heroes super sexy. 
When she is not dreaming up steamy story lines, she can be found sipping a margarita and searching for the best Tex-
Mex food in Minnesota. Although she grew up in Texas, she currently lives in a suburb of Minneapolis/St. Paul with her 
unflappable husband, three energetic kids, a clumsy Great Dane, a rescue mutt, and a very chill cat. She loves to connect 
with readers, other authors, and fans of tequila.  
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ROMANCE/ROMCOM 
 

THE DECOY GIRLFRIEND 
Lillie Vale (Viking, September 2022)            
Acquiring Editor: Gaby Mongelli 
 
Author Freya Lal knows she has that kind of face, the kind that looks just close enough to a 
celebrity’s to feel familiar. So, it’s not her fault if, in the right clothes and makeup, she 
happens to get mistaken for It-girl actress Mandi Roy. And if those assumptions lead to her 
getting a little special treatment—a reservation at a trendy restaurant, cutting the line 
outside a local nightclub—who could blame her for letting it slide? Especially since lately it's 
been all work and no play as she struggles to write her next book. But when Freya's latest 
impersonation goes viral, Mandi herself catches on and makes Freya an offer: pretend to be 
Mandi for a month, and all will be forgiven. 

  
With the swap, Mandi gets a much-needed break from the public eye and Freya gets the inspiration to finally finish her 
novel. The only catch is that Freya has to keep up her lookalike's tabloid-fodder relationship with her handsome costar, 
Taft Bamber. Taft and Mandi’s relationship has been a PR stunt from the start, but the public doesn’t know that…and 
neither does Freya. With the fate of all their careers hinging on the swap's success, Freya will have to be just as 
convincing of a girlfriend as ever, and as Taft and Freya get closer, maybe this time the spark isn’t just for the cameras. 
 
Praise for The Shaadi Set-Up: 
“With a lovely cast of secondary characters and snappy dialogue all around, The Shaadi Set-Up is a humorous and 
heartfelt romance about finding your first love for the second time. Lillie Vale’s adult-fiction debut is a charmer.”  
– Washington Independent Review of Books 
 
“If you loved the beach house aspect of Beach Read and the renovation of it, The Shaadi Set-Up might be the thing 
you’re looking for. Reunited exes have to work together to flip a house! Rita and Milan will find out that their feelings for 
each other are not easily forgotten.” –BookRiot 
 
“YA author Vale makes a splash with her laugh-out-loud adult debut....Vale evenly balances heart and heat, while 
imbuing her rom-com with cultural specificity and delicately exploring familial obligation and heartbreak. Hilarious and 
heartfelt, this second chance romance proves it’s never too late to start again.” –Publishers Weekly (starred review) 
 
“Vale’s sweet, slow-building, funny, second-chance love story, her debut romance novel, offers lush settings, a clever 
and amusing predicament, and a memorable match.” –Booklist (starred review) 
 
“Vale’s bittersweet, slow-burn story of lost love and difficult choices is lightened by plenty of humor and charming 
characters. It will please fans of Jasmine Guillory, Sonali Dev, or Tessa Bailey’s ‘Hot & Hammered’ series of renovation-
themed romances.” –Library Journal 
 
“The writing has some standout moments, from the author’s celebration of Indian American culture to her lush and 
mouthwatering descriptions of food.” –Kirkus 
 
Lillie Vale is the author of The Shaadi Set-Up and the young adult novel Small Town Hearts. She writes about secrets and 
yearning, complicated and ambitious girls who know what they want, the places we call home and people we find our 
way back to, and the magic we make. Born in Mumbai, she grew up in Mississippi, Texas, and North Dakota, and now 
lives in an Indiana college town.  
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ROMANCE/ROMCOM 
 

BETTER THAN FICTION 
Alexa Martin (Berkley, November 2022)            
Acquiring Editor: Kristine Swartz 
 
As a self-proclaimed book hater and a firm believer that the movie is always better, Drew 
Young didn’t anticipate inheriting her grandma’s bookstore, the Book Nook. She’s in way 
over her head even before the shop’s resident book club, comprising seven of the naughtiest 
old ladies ever, begin to do what they do best—meddle. 
 
Bestselling author Jasper Williams is a hopeless romantic. When he meets Drew at his Book 
Nook signing event, he becomes determined to show her the beauty of reading. He curates a 
book bucket list in exchange for her help exploring the local Denver scene for his current 

manuscript. From river rafting to local restaurants, Drew begins to connect with Jasper in a way she only thought 
happened in fiction. 
  
When messy family ties jeopardize the future of the Book Nook, Drew is caught between a bookshelf and a hard place. 
She’s reminded that real life isn’t always big dreams and sweeping romance. But Jasper is the plot twist she never saw 
coming and he’s writing a happily ever after just for them. 
 
Praise for Mom Jeans and Other Mistakes: 
“I can’t wait to see what she writes next.”—USA Today 
 
“Martin is an incredible storyteller.”—La La Anthony, New York Times bestselling author 
 
“Alexa Martin’s books are the ultimate reading escape.” —Chanel Cleeton, New York Times bestseller 
 
“A relatable story of the perfectly flawed connections between mothers, daughters, and sister-friends that make life 
crazy and complete. If you enjoy page turning drama, second chance heroines, or relationships that remind you of the 
ones that got you through life, you will want to pick up this book and then you won’t want to put it down.” 
—Alli Frank & Asha Youmans, authors of Tiny Imperfections 
 
"I devoured Mom Jeans and Other Mistakes. In this perfectly of-the-moment story, two strong female characters sprung 
off the page and into my heart. Jude and Lauren, though very different from each other, are both highly relatable 
women for whom I found myself cheering the entire time. Mom jeans are definitely a mistake... recommending this 
book is definitely not!"—Elyssa Friedland, author of Last Summer at the Golden Hotel 
 
“Martin successfully conveys the work required to become an influencer, and deserves praise for smoothly dealing with 
issues of race, privilege, and alcohol abuse…Martin offers a fresh perspective on platonic love.”—Publishers Weekly 
 
“Full of laughter, romance, and a few startup scares, the latest from sports romance author Martin (Snapped; Blitzed) 
packs a punch…Readers of this hilarious, heartfelt novel will feel like they’re chatting with their BFF. It dives deep into 
family issues but keeps readers on their toes as Jude and Lauren deal with what life throws at them.”—Library Journal 
 
Alexa Martin is a writer and stay at home mom. She lives in Tennessee with her former NFL player husband, their four 
children, and a German Shepherd. When she's not telling her kids to put their shoes on...again, you can find her catching 
up with her latest book boyfriend or on Pinterest pinning meals she'll probably never make. Her Playbook series was 
inspired by the eight years she spent as an NFL wife.  
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ROMANCE/ROMCOM 
 

THE AMERICAN ROOMMATE EXPERIMENT 
Elena Armas (Atria, September 2022)                
Acquiring Editor: Kaitlin Olson 
 
“Elena Armas is the undisputed queen of slow burn, steamy, deliciously swoony 
romcoms—everything she writes is utterly delightful and has me squeeing in pure joy. 
Reading The American Roommate Experiment was some of the best-spent hours of my life, 
and I cannot wait to see what Elena has in store for us next!”—Ali Hazelwood, New York 
Times bestselling author of The Love Hypothesis 
 
“What happens when a romance writer gets trapped by her own tropes? A novel that is 
fun, fresh, and sexy as hell.” 
—Jodi Picoult, New York Times bestselling author of Wish You Were Here 

 
Rosie Graham has a problem. A few, actually. She just quit her well paid job to focus on her secret career as a romance 
writer. She hasn’t told her family and now has terrible writer’s block. Then, the ceiling of her New York apartment 
literally crumbles on her. Luckily she has her best friend Lina’s spare key while she’s out of town. But Rosie doesn’t know 
that Lina has already lent her apartment to her cousin Lucas, who Rosie has been stalking—for lack of a better word—on 
Instagram for the last few months. Lucas seems intent on coming to her rescue like a Spanish knight in shining armor. 
Only this one strolls around the place in a towel, has a distracting grin, and an irresistible accent. Oh, and he cooks. 
 
Praise for The Spanish Love Deception: 
 
“Armas’s debut sizzles with chemistry…The slow-burning romance heats up the pages as Armas’s witty, intelligent 
protagonists reveal their innermost secrets and overcome their past misunderstandings. The Spanish setting and the 
zany antics of Lina’s family only add to the fun. Rom-com fans will be riveted.” —Publishers Weekly 
 
"Everything you could want in a romance is right here."  
—Helen Hoang, New York Times bestselling author of The Love Principle 
 
"Perfect pacing, incredible characters, and the swoon-worthy chemistry." —Business Insider 
 
"If you're looking for a slow burn that you'll totally be obsessed with long after you turn to the last page, this is the book 
for you."—Cosmopolitan 
 
Elena Armas is a Spanish writer, a self-confessed hopeless romantic, and proud book hoarder. After years of devouring 
HEAs and talking—okay fine, yelling—nonstop about them, she has finally taken the leap and decided to create some of 
her own. 
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ROMANCE/ROMCOM 
 

THE SIZZLE PARADOX 
Lily Menon (St. Martin’s Griffin, June 2022)        
Acquiring Editor: Eileen Rothschild 
 
"Menon’s latest novel follows the unbeatable rom-com blueprint of laugh-out-loud 
moments...and sweltering sex scenes... A 5 out of 5 on the romance scale."  
—Kirkus (starred review) 
 
Popsugar "76 Romance Novels For When You Need a Little Spice" 
 
Lyric Bishop feels like a fraud – she’s studying sexual chemistry in romantic partners and 
what makes for a successful long-term relationship, only she can’t seem to figure it out in 
her own dating life. The science is sound, but how can she give her expert opinion with no 
real-world experience? In order to complete her doctoral thesis, she must crack the Sizzle 

Paradox – it seems the more sexually attractive she finds a guy, the less likely it is to come with an emotional 
connection; but why? – and to do that she must get the help she desperately needs. 
 
Kian Montgomery, her best friend, roommate, and fellow grad student, has no trouble bringing both romance and sizzle 
to his own relationships. When he offers to tutor Lyric on dating tactics to find a good match, she’s certain it will solve 
her problems, and in exchange she agrees to set long-term-commitment-averse Kian up with someone different to give 
his romantic life a much-needed shakeup. 
 
But once the two progress with their "tutoring sessions," they start to feel less like the academic exercise they were 
supposed to be as real feelings develop. Which is a problem, because Lyric and Kian are best friends and absolutely, 
irrefutably nothing else... Right? 
 
Praise for Make Up Break Up:  
 
“A delightful, clever enemies-to-lovers romcom full of Menon’s trademark sunshine with a bit of extra heat, Make Up 
Break Up will make you swipe right.”  
-- Casey McQuiston, New York Times bestselling author of Red, White & Royal Blue 
 
"Packed with heart, humor, and multiple swoon worthy moments, YA author Menon’s adult debut brings a welcome 
zing to the romance genre that is sure to have wide app." - Library Journal (starred review) 
 
"...the witty banter and electric sexual tension throughout will keep readers hooked. This winning romance will 
especially appeal to fans of The Hating Game." - Publishers Weekly 
 
"This entertaining enemies-to-lovers romance marks the adult debut of the popular YA author, writing as Sandhya 
Menon, of When Dimple Met Rishi (2017) ...the sexual tension sizzles, and themes of familial expectations and financial 
stress add richness and intrigue. Hand this one to fans of Alisha Rai and Sally Thorne." - Booklist 
 
Lily Menon has always been enamored of romantic comedies and happily-ever-afters in all shapes and sizes. Her very 
first love story, written at age nine, was about a handsome young boy who wooed the heroine with books, chocolates, 
and a very fat puppy. Now Lily lives with her own handsome boy (who indeed wooed her with books, chocolates, and fat 
puppies) in the mountains of Colorado, where she spends her days dreaming up kissing scenes and meet-cutes. When 
she's bored, Lily also masquerades as New York Times bestselling YA author Sandhya Menon.  
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ROMANCE 
 

DREAM ON 
Angie Hockman (Gallery, July 2022)             
Acquiring Editor: Molly Gregory 
 
"Angie Hockman weaves fate into reality in this uniquely enchanting love story that had me 
turning the pages well into the night. Dream On is romantic, captivating, and filled with 
beautiful twists and turns that hide the *sweetest* of surprises. I ADORED IT." 
―Elena Armas, New York Times bestselling author of The Spanish Love Deception 
 
"A fast, funny, and sweet read with a positive message about finding what truly gives you 
purpose and makes you happy. I was hooked immediately and couldn't put it down. The 
twists and surprises kept coming!" 
―Abby Jimenez, New York Times bestselling author of Life's Too Short 

 
"With sharp writing, charming characters, and delightful banter, Dream On pits fate against possibility with a deftness 
that kept me reading long into the night. Angie Hockman has outdone herself with this one!" 
―Lacie Waldon, author of The Layover 
 
"The inventiveness drew me in, the engaging characters kept me reading, and the romance made me sigh happily as I 
turned the last page. Dream On is a winner of a book!" ―Trish Doller, international bestselling author of Float Plan 
 
In this fresh romantic comedy from the author of Shipped, heralded as an “absolutely sparkling debut” by Entertainment 
Weekly, a woman wakes up from a car accident with memories of a boyfriend she’s never met...only to run into him a 
year later. Perfect for fans of Christina Lauren and Rebecca Serle. 
 
What would you do if your dream man turned out to be real? 
 
When law grad Cass Walker wakes up after surviving a car accident, she is flooded with memories of a man named 
Devin. The only problem? Devin—as confirmed by family, friends, and doctors—doesn’t exist. Everything about him, 
from his coffee-brown eyes to the slightly crooked angle of his pinkie to his high-wattage charm, is a figment of Cass’s 
coma-addled imagination. Still, she can’t get him out of her head. 
 
So when she happens upon the real Devin a year later in a Cleveland flower shop, she’s completely shocked. Even more 
surprising is that Devin actually believes her story, and despite his protective younger brother’s doubts, they soon 
embark on a real-life romance. With her dream man by her side and a new job at a prestigious law firm, Cass’s future 
seems perfect. But fate might have other plans... 
 
From the beloved author of Shipped comes a magical and witty romantic comedy that explores what happens when our 
dreams come true—even when they’re not the ones we expect. 
 
Angie Hockman is a 2019 RWA Golden Heart Winner. Her professional background includes stints in law, education, and 
eco-tourism, but these days you can find her writing romantic stories, enjoying the outdoors with her family, or 
dreaming of her next travel adventure. 
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WOMEN’S FICTION 
 
AT LEAST YOU HAVE YOUR HEALTH 
Madi Sinha (Berkley, April 2022)            
Acquiring Editor: Kristine Swartz 
 
"[Sinha] tackles each topic with a blend of sensitivity and straightforwardness that will leave 
readers entertained and more enlightened about female anatomy and the business side of 
medicine. With a cheer-worthy protagonist, At Least You Have Your Health is a delicious 
dose of heartwarming characters and good humor.”―BookPage (starred review) 
 
"Sinha’s latest (after The White Coat Diaries, 2020) is women's fiction that deftly handles 
various themes such as the commodification of wellness, women in healthcare, and the 
immigrant experience through relatable characters and smart dialogue. A must for 

contemporary-fiction readers.” ―Booklist 
 
“Sharply observed and laugh-out-loud funny, this cautionary tale about the Goop-ification of modern medicine brilliantly 
blends satire, suspense, and genuine heart.” ―Laura Hankin, author of A Special Place for Women 
 
“Madi Sinha deftly blends humor into a heartwarming and sometimes heart-wrenching portrayal of medicine and 
motherhood and social inequity. I was riveted.” ―Kimmery Martin, author of Doctors and Friends 
 
“At Least You Have Your Health is an absolute gem of a read. Sinha exposes necessary truths through fully realized 
characters about a world increasingly polarized in its definition of a successful life...A necessary and captivating novel.” 
―Soniah Kamal, author of Unmarriageable 
 
"Scorchingly honest, funny and poignant, and all too realistic, Madi Sinha's novel At Least You Have Your Health brings to 
bear all that is wrong with the word "wellness" when it gets into the wrong hands. In a world where privileged women 
will spare no expense for an IV drip or a lost pound, Sinha has mined the real issues driving the quest for the perfect 
everything that cripples so many women. Her narrator is the relatable, flawed, doing-her-best friend we all need in our 
lives." ―Elyssa Friedland, author of Last Summer at the Golden Hotel 
 
“A suspenseful and spot-on tale that tackles success, motherhood and privilege with great humor and poignancy.  It 
grabbed me from page one!”―Jane Rosen, author of Eliza Starts a Rumor 
 
"A compelling, utterly addictive and timely read that challenges our toxic fascination with the wellness movement and 
the wealthy, and poses important questions on race and privilege when accessing healthcare." 
―Lauren Ho, author of Last Tang Standing 
 
"Madi Sinha has a knack for writing riveting medical fiction. At Least You Have Your Health is a witty, humorous, and 
insightful look into motherhood and medicine. Sinha's exploration into wellness is equal parts compelling and 
compassionate. This delightful novel is perfect for fans of Grey's Anatomy and The Mindy Project." 
―Saumya Dave, author of What a Happy Family 
 
"Madi Sinha is the Liane Moriarty of medical fiction. Suspenseful, smart, and thoroughly satisfying, At Least You Have 
Your Health offers hilarious and insightful commentary on wellness culture, the wealth gap, and the ethical dilemmas 
inherent to pursuing the stereotypical American dream."―Kristin Rockaway, author of Life, Unscheduled 
 
Madi Sinha is a physician and the author of The White Coat Diaries. She lives in New Jersey with her family.  
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ROMANCE 
 

ALWAYS BE MY DUCHESS (TAMING OF THE DUKES #1) 
Amalie Howard (Forever, July 2022)              
Acquiring Editor: Amy Pierpont 
 
"Howard’s lyrical writing enlivens her bright, empathetic characters and her sharp eye 
on their class and cultural disparities only enhances their romance. Readers will be 
riveted."―Publishers Weekly 
 
"Refreshing, steamy, and stocked with characters you don’t normally get to see in the 
genre—a must-read author" ―Jodi Picoult, #1 New York Times bestselling author 
 
"Amalie Howard tells a story with self-assured style, wit, and energy . . . her writing 
sparkles!"―Lisa Kleypas, #1 New York Times bestselling author 
 
"Amalie Howard is the fresh voice historical romance needs right now. . . . I will read 

every word she writes."―Kerrigan Byrne, USA Today bestselling author 
 
“Fabulous writing . . . such a delicious escape. Utterly delightful!”  
―Eloisa James, New York Times bestselling author 
 
Lord Lysander Blackstone, the stern Duke of Montcroix, has only one interest: increasing his considerable fortune. After 
a series of betrayals, he keeps his emotions buried deep. Money, after all, can't break a man's heart—or make promises 
it can’t keep. But when his reputation for being heartless jeopardizes a new business deal, he finds himself seeking a 
most unusual—and alluring—solution . . .  
 
Once an up-and-coming ballerina, Miss Geneviève Valery is now hopelessly out of work. After refusing to become a 
wealthy patron's mistress, Nève was promptly shown the door to the streets. When she accidentally saves the life of a 
handsome duke, she doubts the encounter will go any better than her last brush with nobility. But instead of 
propositioning her, Montcroix makes Nève an offer she would be a fool to refuse: act as his fake fiancée in exchange for 
fortune enough to start over. 
 
Only neither is prepared when very real feelings begin to grow between them. They both stand to win . . . but only if 
they’re willing to risk their hearts. 
 
Amalie Howard is a USA Today and Publishers Weekly bestselling novelist of “smart, sexy, deliciously feminist 
romance.” The Beast of Beswick was one of Oprah Daily’s Top 24 Best Historicals to Read. She is also the author of 
several critically acclaimed, award-winning young adult novels. An AAPI/Caribbean-born writer, she has written articles 
and interviews on multicultural fiction that have appeared in the Portland Book Review, Ravishly magazine, and Diversity 
in YA. When she’s not writing, she can usually be found reading, being the president of her one-woman Harley Davidson 
motorcycle club #WriteOrDie, or power-napping. She currently lives in Colorado with her husband and three children. 
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ROMANCE 
 

LOVE ON THE BRAIN 
Ali Hazelwood (Berkley, August 2022)     
Acquiring Editor: Sarah Blumenstock 
 
“I cannot get enough of her brand of brainy romance!...Writing with an emotionally 
brilliant and witty pen, Hazelwood is an absolute romance powerhouse.” 
―Christina Lauren, New York Times bestselling authors of The Unhoneymooners 
 
“Gloriously nerdy and sexy, with on-point commentary about women in STEM.”  
―Helen Hoang, New York Times bestselling author of The Heart Principle 
  
“STEMinists, assemble. Your world is about to be rocked.” 
―Elena Armas, international bestselling author of The Spanish Love Deception 
 

“With her sophomore novel, Ali Hazelwood proves that she is the perfect writer to show that science is sexy as hell, and 
that love can ‘STEM’ from the most unlikely places. She’s my newest must-buy author.” 
―Jodi Picoult, #1 New York Times bestselling author of Wish You Were Here 
 
Like an avenging, purple-haired Jedi bringing balance to the mansplained universe, Bee Königswasser lives by a simple 
code: What would Marie Curie do? If NASA offered her the lead on a neuroengineering project—a literal dream come 
true after years scraping by on the crumbs of academia—Marie would accept without hesitation. Duh. But the mother of 
modern physics never had to co-lead with Levi Ward. 
  
Sure, Levi is attractive in a tall, dark, and piercing-eyes kind of way. And sure, he caught her in his powerfully corded 
arms like a romance novel hero when she accidentally damseled in distress on her first day in the lab. But Levi made his 
feelings toward Bee very clear in grad school—archenemies work best employed in their own galaxies far, far away. 
  
Now, her equipment is missing, the staff is ignoring her, and Bee finds her floundering career in somewhat of a pickle. 
Perhaps it’s her occipital cortex playing tricks on her, but Bee could swear she can see Levi softening into an ally, backing 
her plays, seconding her ideas…devouring her with those eyes. And the possibilities have all her neurons firing. But when 
it comes time to actually make a move and put her heart on the line, there’s only one question that matters: What will 
Bee Königswasser do? 
 
Ali Hazelwood is a multi-published author—alas, of peer-reviewed articles about brain science, in which no one makes 
out and the ever after is not always happy. Originally from Italy, she lived in Germany and Japan before moving to the 
U.S. to pursue a Ph.D. in neuroscience. She recently became a professor, which absolutely terrifies her. When Ali is not 
at work, she can be found running, crocheting, eating cake pops, or watching sci-fi movies with her two feline overlords 
(and her slightly-less-feline husband). 
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LOVE TO LOATHE YOU NOVELLAS BY ALI HAZELWOOD 

 
UNDER ONE ROOF (BERKLEY, MAY 2022) 

 

Mara, Sadie, and Hannah are friends first, scientists always. Though their fields of study might 
take them to different corners of the world, they can all agree on this universal truth: when it 
comes to love and science, opposites attract, and rivals make you burn… 
 
As an environmental engineer, Mara knows all about the delicate nature of ecosystems. They 
require balance. And leaving the thermostat alone. And not stealing someone else’s food. And 
other rules Liam, her detestable big-oil lawyer of a roommate, knows nothing about. Okay, 
sure, technically she’s the interloper. Liam was already entrenched in his aunt’s house like 
some glowering grumpy giant when Mara moved in, with his big muscles and kissable mouth 
just sitting there on the couch tempting respectable scientists to the dark side…but Helena 

was her mentor and Mara’s not about to move out and give up her inheritance without a fight. 

 

STUCK WITH YOU (BERKLEY, JUNE 2022) 
 

Mara, Sadie, and Hannah are friends first, scientists always. Though their fields of study might 
take them to different corners of the world, they can all agree on this universal truth: when it 
comes to love and science, opposites attract, and rivals make you burn… 
  
Logically, Sadie knows that civil engineers are supposed to build bridges. However, as a woman 
of STEM she also understands that variables can change, and when you are stuck for hours in a 
tiny New York elevator with the man who broke your heart, you earn the right to burn that 
brawny, blond bridge to the ground. Erik can apologize all he wants, but to quote her rebel 
leader—she’d just as soon kiss a Wookiee. 
 

 

BELOW ZERO (BERKLEY, JULY 2022) 
 

Mara, Sadie, and Hannah are friends first, scientists always. Though their fields of study might 
take them to different corners of the world, they can all agree on this universal truth: when it 
comes to love and science, opposites attract, and rivals make you burn… 
 
Hannah’s got a bad feeling about this. Not only has the NASA aerospace engineer found herself 
injured and stranded at a remote Arctic research station—but the one person willing to 
undertake the hazardous rescue mission is her longtime rival. Ian has been many things to 
Hannah: the villain who tried to veto her expedition and ruin her career, the man who stars in 
her most deliciously lurid dreams…but he’s never played the hero. So why is he risking 
everything to be here? And why does his presence seem just as dangerous to her heart as the 

coming snowstorm? 
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SCIENCE FICTION/FANTASY 
 

VOWS OF EMPIRE (THE BLOODRIGHT TRILOGY BOOK 3) 
Emily Skrutskie (Del Rey, June 2022)      
Acquiring Editor: Sarah Peed 
 
Gal and Ettian have never been farther apart. Once, they were roommates and best friends, 
each suffocating under a secret of galactic consequence. When Gal’s came to light—that he 
was heir to the Umber Empire and all of its brutal conquest—the two were forced to flee 
their military academy, fall in with a brewing rebellion to reclaim the Archon Empire from 
Umber’s grasp, and face their long-held feelings for each other. 
 
Then the rebellion discovered Gal’s identity and to save his life, Ettian had no choice but to 
unveil his own secret: that he was the long-lost heir to the Archon throne. With Gal as a 

political prisoner, Ettian began the fight to restore his own empire—and to open Gal’s eyes to the possibility of a galaxy 
reclaimed from Umber’s greed. But just when Gal was starting to come around, a team of Umber operatives rescued 
him from Archon’s clutches and dragged him home to take up his crown. 
 
Now, separated for the first time and in full command of the might of their respective forces, the star-crossed rulers find 
themselves truly at odds. And with the war reaching a tipping point, the time has finally come for Gal and Ettian to 
confront what they owe their empires, their friends, and each other if they’re ever to forge a universe where the two of 
them can be together. 
 
Praise for The Bloodright Trilogy: 
 
“Skrutskie’s breathless, brilliantly written action sequences and tear-jerking quieter moments will keep readers 
enthralled. [Oaths of Legacy] is a knockout.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review) 
 
“Skrutskie sets her characters’ competing political and personal motivations against stellar battle scenes. . . . An 
engaging narrative that should satisfy existing fans and new readers alike. Recommended for fans of anime-inspired 
space opera and readers looking for queer relationships in their sf sagas.”—Booklist 
 
“A fast-paced space opera with heart and style, Bonds of Brass had me screaming KISS ALREADY on every page.” 
—Delilah S. Dawson, New York Times bestselling author of Star Wars: Phasma 
 
“Fast ships, quick decisions, a new friend who likes to blow stuff up, and a love story with empires at stake: This story’s 
got it all.”—Kevin Hearne, New York Times bestselling author of A Plague of Giants and the Iron Druid Chronicles 
 
“Thrilling and unpredictable, this book kept me on the edge of my seat all the way to an end that I did not see coming. 
All I can say now is . . . wait for it . . . wait for it.”—Mindee Arnett, author of Onyx & Ivory 
 
Emily Skrutskie is the author of The Abyss Surrounds Us and The Edge of the Abyss. She was born in Massachusetts, 
raised in Virginia, and forged in the mountains above Boulder, Colorado. She holds a B.A. in Performing and Media Arts 
from Cornell University, where she studied an outrageous and demanding combination of film, computer science, and 
game design. Her short fiction has been published by HarperTeen.  
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SCIENCE FICTION/FANTASY 
 

BONE WEAVER 
Aden Polydoros (Inkyard, September 2022)        
Acquiring Editor: Stephanie Cohen 
 
"A heart-pounding adventure. Magic and monsters lurk in every corner as a headstrong trio 
search for their place in Aden Polydoros's haunting world."  
―Chloe Gong, #1 New York Times bestselling author of These Violent Delights 
 
The Kosa empire roils in tension, on the verge of being torn apart by a proletarian 
revolution between magic-endowed elites and the superstitious lower class, but seventeen-
year-old Toma lives blissfully disconnected from the conflict in the empire with her adoptive 
family of benevolent undead. 
 

When she meets Vanya, a charming commoner branded as a witch by his own neighbors, and the dethroned Tsar 
Mikhail himself, the unlikely trio bonds over trying to restore Mikhail’s magic and protect the empire from the 
revolutionary leader, Koschei, whose forces have stolen the castle. Vanya has his magic, and Mikhail has his title, but if 
Toma can’t dig deep and find her power in time, all of their lives will be at Koschei’s mercy. 
 
Praise for The City Beautiful: 
 
“Readers will become immersed in Alter’s world, rooting for his survival, hoping for his reunion with his family, and 
wishing for him to find the love that he deserves.” —Kirkus Reviews 
 
“Polydoros seamlessly blends a murder mystery with Jewish folklore in this haunting historical fantasy…. Readers looking 
for finely wrought historical fiction with fully realized characters and a thrilling pursuit of justice are sure to be satisfied 
by Alter’s story.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review) 
 
“A gorgeous, disturbing, visceral and mystical experience…. His unflinching and well-rounded depiction of Jewish 
American and immigrant history makes The City Beautiful a superb addition to the ranks of YA historical fiction.”  
—Bookpage (starred review) 
 
“Polydoros doesn’t hold back with this heavy, dark, and gritty story that explores the immigrant experience in a unique 
way. While firmly a historical fiction title, this genre-bending novel is also equal parts thriller and fantasy. Featuring a 
queer protagonist, it is deeply layered with Jewish myth, immigration, racism, and anti-Semitism…. A wild ride of a queer 
gothic fantasy that’s a must-have for YA fantasy collections.” –SLJ (starred review)  
 
“The City Beautiful is a triumph, showcasing queer love, illuminating historical events, and  guiding readers to an 
enthralling ending that will leave them satiated yet desirous to return to the world in which they have become 
immersed.” —Booklist (starred review) 
 
Aden Polydoros grew up in Illinois and Arizona and has a bachelor's degree in English from Northern Arizona University. 
When he isn't writing, he enjoys going to antique fairs and flea markets.  
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SCI-FI/FANTASY: THE FIVE CROWNS OF OKRITH SERIES 
 

THE HIGH MOUNTAIN COURT (BOOK 1) 
A.K. Mulford (HarperCollins, May 2022)       
Acquiring Editor: David Pomerico 
 
A red witch in hiding… 

Gripping and action-packed, The High Mountain Court is an adrenaline-filled, high fantasy 
with fae courts, powerful witches, and a diverse cast of characters, perfect for fans of Jennifer 
L. Armentrout and Holly Black. 

Thirteen years fleeing witch hunters and the looming threat of death. Nineteen-year-old 
Remy knows she is possibly the last red witch alive, and she is determined to stay that way. 

The Northern Court King has slaughtered her home court and placed a bounty on red witch heads. 

When four fae warriors enter her tavern refuge, Remy tries to flee, but her magic isn't strong enough to stop a fae 
prince on a mission. The handsome Prince Hale of the Eastern Kingdom wants to stop a war with the Northern Court 
before his kingdom befalls the same fate as Remy's. He needs a red witch and Remy may be the only person alive who 
can help him. Can she really trust Prince Hale? Can her fallen court be resurrected from the evil clutches of the Northern 
Court King? For the chance to save herself, her people, and help defeat the Northern King, Remy must put her faith in 
Hale and his companions on a dangerous quest to find lost relics. 

The High Mountain Court is the first book in the thrilling fantasy saga, The Five Crowns of Okrith. Expect danger, intrigue, 
and thrilling passion as Remy journeys to save the kingdom she holds most dear. 

THE WITCHES’ BLADE (BOOK 2) 
A.K. Mulford (HarperCollins, May 2022) 
Acquiring Editor: David Pomerico 
 
A magic sword. A powerful curse. An untested fae princess. 
 
Eighteen-year-old Ruadora Dammacus now possesses the Immortal Blade. But when Rua 
discovers the Northern King's uncle is alive and has cast a spell on a blue witch army, she 
realizes that the battle is just beginning. 

Venturing into the Northern Court, Rua finds herself with an unlikely ally in the new King. 
Her problems are mounting, and the handsome King is only one of them. With the eyes of 

her newfound family on her, can Rua prove herself worthy of the Immortal Blade or will its magic be too powerful? 
Danger, intrigue, and thrilling passion ensues as Rua battles to break the witches' curse. 

Enthralling and adrenaline filled, The Witches' Blade is the second book in the gripping high fantasy saga, The Five 
Crowns of Okrith.  
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THE FIVE CROWNS OF OKRITH SERIES 
 

THE ROGUE CROWN (BOOK 3) 
A.K. Mulford (HarperCollins, September 2022) 
Acquiring Editor: David Pomerico 
 
The action moves west in A.K. Mulford’s romantic, action-packed epic fantasy series, The Five 
Crowns of Okrith, as young fae warrior Bri investigates the murder of her queen while 
protecting the beautiful princess she may be falling for. 
 
Determined to uncover who killed the Western Queen, fae warrior Briata Catullus sets out on a 
mission to defeat the witch hunters and safeguard her princess. But when she arrives at the 
Western Court, things are even worse than she feared. The icy reception from the fae is the 
least of her problems—they’ve heard the prophecy that Bri will seize the crown from its 

sovereign, and the last thing they want is for her to usurp the throne. No, the witch hunters are out for royal blood, and 
it will take everything Bri has to keep them at bay. 
 
It doesn’t help that, still grieving the loss of her mother, Princess Abalina Thorne is reluctant to allow Bri into her 
confidence, only agreeing to let her serve as one of her guards at the behest of the princess’ cousin. 
 
As the threat of the witch hunters grows, they find themselves thrown together, working closely to uncover the secret 
plot of their enemies. Along the way, the princess realizes that Bri is one of the few people she can trust. But Bri is 
determined to forge her own path and prove the prophecy wrong, not letting the beautiful Lina distract her from 
defeating the witch hunters. She has a duty to the princess, a duty to the Western Court, and a duty to her own destiny. 
 
But what about the duty to her heart?  
 
A.K. Mulford lives in New Zealand: the perfect place for a fantasy author! She's always been a writer; her mother has 
stacks of notebooks full of stories from her childhood to prove it. Mulford grew up craving seeing herself represented in 
the world of fantasy and is inspired to create diverse and LGBTQ+ fantasy stories that transport readers to new realms of 
imagination, helping them to fall in love with fantasy for the first time, or, all over again. With bachelor's degrees in 
Classics and Biology, her work in wildlife rehabilitation took her around the world-including the heart of jungles-and 
she's lived in many countries working with wild animals. Now Mulford has swapped raising monkeys for writing fantasy 
novels. She lives in Wellington with her husband and two wonderful young kids. Mulford also co-hosts a podcast for 
aspiring indie authors called Indies Fully Booked. In her down time (what is this mythical "down time"?), she spends time 
with her cat and dog, and makes ridiculous and fun TikTok videos. 
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YA FICTION/ROMANCE 
 

THREE KISSES, ONE MIDNIGHT 
Roshani Chokshi, Evelyn Skye, Sandhya Menon 
(Wednesday, August 2022)        
Acquiring Editor: Eileen Rothschild 
 
This Halloween, magic will reawaken in the town of Moon Ridge, and any love forged that 
night will last forever. At least, that’s what the founder’s fable says, and best friends Onny, 
Ash, and True―better known as “The Coven”―aren’t taking any chances. 
 
After brewing a supposed love potion from a recipe passed down by Onny’s grandmother, 
each member of The Coven sets off to try to charm the love of their life. One falls for an 
unexpected suitor. Another paints himself into a corner. And the third refuses to believe in 
magic at all… until true love proves her wrong. 

 
Roshani Chokshi is the author of commercial and critically acclaimed books for middle grade and young adult readers 
that draw on world mythology and folklore. Her work has been nominated for the Locus and Nebula awards, and has 
frequently appeared on Best of The Year lists from Barnes and Noble, Forbes, Buzzfeed and more. Her New York 
Times bestselling series include The Star-Touched Queen duology, The Gilded Wolves, and Aru Shah and The End of Time, 
which has been optioned for film by Paramount Pictures. 
 
Evelyn Skye is a New York Times bestselling author of novels for adults and young adults, including the forthcoming The 
Hundred Loves of Juliet and Three Kisses, One Midnight. Her book The Crown’s Game was an Amazon Editor’s Pick, as 
well as an Amazon Best Book of 2016. Evelyn’s work has also been featured on Best Of lists by Apple Books, Barnes & 
Noble, Indie Next, Goodreads, Buzzfeed, and more. She is a graduate of Stanford University and Harvard Law School, and 
she lives in the San Francisco Bay Area with her husband and daughter. 
 
Sandhya Menon is the New York Times bestselling author of When Dimple Met Rishi; From Twinkle, with Love; and 
There’s Something About Sweetie. A full-time dog-servant and part-time writer, she makes her home in the foggy 
mountains of Colorado.  
 

LOVE, DECODED 
Jennifer Yen (Razorbill, March 2022)       
Acquiring Editor: Casey McIntyre 
 
"The warmth of friendship and family closeness shine through banter-filled dialogue and 
the characters’ use of food as a love language, with a touch of romance to round out the 
end. Effortlessly entertaining."  ―Kirkus Reviews 
 
"Yen wonderfully mixes the plot of Jane Austen's Emma with a modern heroine who loves 
to program. This combination creates an exceptionally blended novel featuring romance, 
friendship, and computer programming that young adult readers will enjoy."  
―Booklist Reviews 
 

Jennifer Yen is a Taiwanese American author who spends her days healing hearts and her nights writing about love, 
family, and the power of acceptance. Jennifer believes in the magic of one's imagination and hopes her stories will bring 
joy and inspiration to readers. If you find Jennifer wandering around aimlessly, please return her to the nearest milk tea 
shop. She is also the author of A Taste for Love.  
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YA 
 

BEAUTY AND THE BESHARAM 
Lillie Vale (Viking, May 2022)       
Acquiring Editor: Dana Leydig 
 
"Warm, joyful, and funny! This delightful gender-flipped Beauty and the Beast is the 
perfect, sweet rom-com to snuggle up with." 
―Jenn Bennett, author of Alex, Approximately 
 
“If you're a fan of rivals-to-lovers, look no further! Beauty and the Besharam is a novel 
bursting with swoony romance, humor and the importance of going for it, even when it's 
scary. Vale shows us that love is about not compromising who you are, or loving someone 
despite their ferocity and drive, but because of it. Lillie Vale put it perfectly — ‘Rivalry is 
good, but kisses are better.’” 
―Aiden Thomas, New York Times bestselling author of Cemetery Boys 

 
"A clever, emotional book about being true to yourself no matter what. With a delightful rivalry you can’t help but ship, 
whimsical settings, and so much banter, Beauty and the Besharam is not to be missed." 
―Jennifer Dugan, author of Hot Dog Girl and Some Girls Do 
 
"Warm, joyful, and funny! This delightful gender-flipped Beauty and the Beast is the perfect, sweet rom-com to snuggle 
up with."―Jenn Bennett, author of Alex, Approximately 
 
"Beauty and the Besharam is for every girl looking for their happy ending. A perfect rivals-to-lovers romance that also 
gives a voice to outspoken Desi girls."―Adiba Jaigirdar, bestselling author of The Henna Wars 
  
“Full of heart and enemies-to-lovers heat, Vale’s modern fairytale is a witty, welcome celebration of the girls who feel 
like too much.” ―Emily Wibberley & Austin Siegemund-Broka, authors of What's Not to Love 
 
Hilarious, sharp, and sweep you off your feet romantic, Beauty and the Besharam is the kind of book that you will 
immediately want to reread. Prepare a spot on your forever favorite shelf."  
―Nina Moreno, author of Join the Club, Maggie Diaz 
 
"Beauty and the Besharam is the modern fairytale we need right now. This big-hearted story is a joyful celebration of 
friendship, falling in love, and most importantly, of being true to yourself. Kavya is a princess (and a beast) worth 
cheering for." ―Kara McDowell, author of One Way or Another and This Might Get Awkward 
 
"Honest, heartfelt and hilarious, Beauty and the Besharam shows the wonder of love in all its forms and how important 
it is that we find people who love us exactly as we are."―Kristina Forest, author of Now That I've Found You 
 
Lillie Vale is the author of books for both teens and adults, including The Shaadi Set-Up and Small Town Hearts, an 
American Library Association 2020 Rainbow Books List selection. She writes about secrets and yearning, complicated 
and ambitious girls who know what they want, the places we call home and people we find our way back to, and the 
magic we make. Born in Mumbai, she grew up in Mississippi, Texas, and North Dakota, and now lives in an Indiana 
college town.  
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YA CONTEMPORARY 
 

RIGHT WHERE I LEFT YOU 
Julian Winters (Penguin, Mach 2022)      
Acquiring Editor: Dana Leydig 
 
“An enthusiastically queer story of friendship, family, and romance and the ways they 
empower one another.” ―Kirkus (starred review) 
 
“Some books are downright fun, and “Right Where I Left You” is one. The story is filled 
with all the gushy stuff that makes for a great romance, even as it delicately reflects the 
anxiety that can accompany the idea of going to college and leaving old friends. But 
there’s another layer beneath that — Winters sends a quiet but important message that 
queer Black and brown kids deserve to live happily ever after too.”  
―MJ Franklin, the New York Times Book Review 
 
"Smart, swoony, and pitch-perfect, Right Where I Left You is ideal for every reader who’s 

just as likely to geek out over a new issue of Superman: Son of Kal-El as they are the quintessential meet-cute.” 
―Leah Johnson, bestselling author of You Should See Me in a Crown and Rise to the Sun 
 
“Right Where I Left You is a swoony, nerdy delight, bursting with magic and heart that light up every page. Julian Winters 
is my hero!” ―Adib Khorram, award-winning author of Darius the Great Is Not Okay 
 
“Petition to have Julian Winters rewrite our collective reality with his signature openhearted sincerity. Is it even possible 
to read this book without smiling?" ―Becky Albertalli, New York Times bestselling author 
 
“A charming, funny, and insightful story about how sometimes what you’re looking for was right there all along—as long 
as you can learn to admit it to yourself. Right Where I Left You is Julian Winters at his wise, heart-burstingly joyous best.” 
―Kelly Loy Gilbert, author of Stonewall Honor book Picture Us in the Light 

School’s out, senior year is over, and Isaac Martin is ready to kick off summer. His last before heading off to college in 
the fall where he won't have his best friend, Diego. Where—despite his social anxiety—he’ll be left to make friends on 
his own. Knowing his time with Diego is limited, Isaac enacts a foolproof plan: snatch up a pair of badges for the epic 
comic convention, Legends Con, and attend his first ever Teen Pride. Just him and Diego. The way it should be. But when 
an unexpected run-in with Davi—Isaac’s old crush—distracts him the day tickets go on sale, suddenly he’s two badges 
short of a perfect summer. Even worse, now he’s left making it up to Diego by hanging with him and his gamer buddies. 
Decidedly NOT part of the original plan. It’s not all bad, though. Some of Diego’s friends turn out to be pretty cool, and 
when things with Davi start heating up, Isaac is almost able to forget about his Legends Con blunder. Almost. Because 
then Diego finds out what really happened that day with Davi, and their friendship lands on thin ice. Isaac assumes he’s 
upset about missing the convention, but could Diego have other reasons for avoiding Isaac? 

Julian Winters is a bestselling and award-winning author of contemporary young adult fiction. His novels Running with 
Lions, How to Be Remy Cameron, and The Summer of Everything (Duet, 2018, 2019, 2020, respectively) received 
accolades for their positive depictions of diverse, relatable characters. A former management trainer, Julian currently 
lives outside of Atlanta, where he can be found reading, being a self-proclaimed comic book geek, or watching the only 
two sports he can follow--volleyball and soccer.  
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MIDDLE GRADE/GRAPHIC NOVEL 
 

ARU SHAH AND THE END OF TIME 
Anu Chouhan (Disney, April 2022)           
Acquiring Editor: Stephanie Lurie 
 
Best-selling author Rick Riordan Presents the graphic novel adaptation of the New York 
Times best-selling fantasy adventure by Roshani Chokshi, inspired by the great Hindu 
epics she grew up on. 
 
Named one of 100 Best Fantasy Books of All Time by Time magazine. 
 
Twelve-year-old Aru Shah has a tendency to stretch the truth in order to fit in at school. 
While her classmates are jetting off to family vacations in exotic locales, she'll be 
spending her autumn break at home, in the Museum of Ancient Indian Art and Culture, 
waiting for her mom to return from her latest archeological trip. Is it any wonder that 

Aru makes up stories about being royalty, traveling to Paris, and having a chauffeur? 
 
One day, three schoolmates show up at Aru's doorstep to catch her in a lie. They don't believe her claim that the 
museum's Lamp of Bharata is cursed, and they dare Aru to prove it. Just a quick light, Aru thinks. Then she can get 
herself out of this mess and never ever fib again. 
 
But lighting the lamp has dire consequences. She unwittingly frees the Sleeper, an ancient demon whose duty it is to 
awaken the God of Destruction. Her classmates and beloved mother are frozen in time, and it's up to Aru to save them. 
 
The only way to stop the demon is to find the reincarnations of the five legendary Pandava brothers, protagonists of the 
Hindu epic poem, the Mahabharata, and journey through the Kingdom of Death. But how is one girl in Spider-Man 
pajamas supposed to do all that? 
 
This hilarious and inventive fantasy is perfect for the graphic novel format. 
 
Roshani Chokshi is the author of the instant New York Times bestselling novel, The Star-Touched Queen, and its 
companion, A Crown of Wishes. She studied fairy tales in college, and she has a pet luck dragon that looks suspiciously 
like a Great Pyrenees dog. Aru Shah and the End of Time, her middle grade debut, was inspired by the stories her 
grandmother told her as well as Roshani's all-consuming love for Sailor Moon. She lives in the south and says "y'all," but 
she doesn't really have a Southern accent.  
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MIDDLE GRADE 
 

ARU SHAH AND THE NECTAR OF IMMORTALITY 
Roshani Chokshi (Disney, April 2022)           
Acquiring Editor: Stephanie Lurie 
 
”This thrilling closing adventure shines with the strength of sisterhood, South Asian 
representation and Chokshi's trademark humor and wit. A deeply satisfying conclusion 
to a superb, groundbreaking series." ―Kirkus  (starred review) 
 
The Pandavas only have until the next full moon to stop the Sleeper from gaining access 
to the nectar of immortality, which will grant him infinite power. But how can Aru, Mini, 
and Brynne hope to defeat him without their celestial weapons? The Sleeper and his 
army are already plundering the labyrinth, and the sisters can't even enter. Their quest 
to get in will have them calling on old friends, meeting new allies, and facing fearsome 
trials, like...performing in a rock concert? When the moment of confrontation finally 

arrives, it's up to Aru to decide who deserves immortality, the devas or the asuras. The most unexpected answer will 
come from a most unexpected place. 
 
Praise for Aru Shah and the End of Time: 
 
"In her middle-grade debut, Chokshi spins a fantastical narrative that seamlessly intertwines Hindu cosmology and 
folklore, feminism, and witty dialogue for an uproarious novel for young readers. Chokshi comes into her own in this 
novel, reminding readers of the power of language and of stories." ―Kirkus (starred review) 
 
"Readers will be delighted by this adventurous dive into Hindu mythology and the chance to cheer along a heroic young 
protagonist. Chokshi makes it easy to connect with Aru by showing her learn from her mistakes (with the help of a 
sarcastic sorcerer pigeon). This series starter also doesn't skimp on important lessons about friendship, family, and 
love."―Booklist 
 
"This series kick-off . . . also the first book from the Rick Riordan Presents imprint, expertly channels the humor and 
action that have made Riordan's own work so successful. Aru commands the spotlight . . . and Chokshi weaves an 
engrossing adventure that will leave readers anticipating the next installment."―Publishers Weekly (starred) 
 
"Using Hindu mythology as the foundation, Chokshi has created an exciting adventure around a coming-of-age tale. Just 
as "Percy Jackson" led tweens to a deeper exploration and appreciation of classic Greek mythology, Chokshi's tale will 
likely inspire a similar demand for traditional Indian mythology. An enthralling start to a series that Riordan fans and 
anyone in the mood for a high-octane adventure will love."―School Library Journal (starred review) 
 
Roshani Chokshi is the author of the instant New York Times best-selling first book in the Pandava series, Aru Shah and 
the End of Time,and its four sequels. She also wrote the New York Times best-selling YA books The Star-Touched 
Queen, The Gilded Wolves, The Silvered Serpents, and The Bronzed Beasts. The Pandava novels were inspired by the 
stories her grandmother told her as well as Roshani's all-consuming love for Sailor Moon. She lives in the south and says 
"y'all," but she doesn't really have a Southern accent. 
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MIDDLE GRADE 
 

MEET ME HALFWAY 
Anika Fajardo (Simon & Schuster, September 2022)         
Acquiring Editor: Dainese Santos 
 
"A romp of a read! With memorable characters, flashes of humor, and the tension of a 
high-speed car chase, this book entertains on every page! Fajardo expertly weaves 
together two perspectives and layers in the power of myth, the legacy of separation, and 
the uncuttable threads of love. For kids who want to know the truth and are willing to take 
risks to find it. For all readers who want to see friction – between people who seem 
opposite, between two ways of living – make light."  
―Rebecca Balcárcel, Pura Belpré Honor author of The Other Half of Happy 
 
"Starting at a new school is always scary, but Mattie Gomez never expected to meet her 

own doppelganger face-to-face on the very first day. What follows is a mystery, a road trip, a tale of sisters/not sisters 
and friends/not friends—and a quest to uncover long buried family secrets. A delightful and compelling read from the 
first page to the last.” ―Pete Hautman, National Book Award winning author 
 
"Fajardo weaves a clever and tender tale of long-lost sisters, separated by a father whose compass has guided him to 
live his life far away. Stars once bent on a path of collision, Mattie and Mercedes decide they will be the ones to write 
their own story and form a beautiful celestial cluster." ―Donna Barba Higuera, Pura Belpré Honor author 
 
"I love Meet Me Halfway because of its pitch-perfect Parent Trap-style hijinks, because it celebrates unconventional 
families, and because it shows us that there’s nothing you can’t handle if you have a sister by your side. A perfectly 
delightful story with a huge heart." ―Anne Ursu, author of The Troubled Girls of Dragomir Academy 
 
Mattie Gomez feels directionless after being uprooted from her beloved Minnesota and forced to move in with her new 
stepfamily in California. So when she meets a girl at her new middle school who looks exactly like her, she’s not sure 
what to make of it. 
 
But her doppelganger, the popular Mercedes Miller, doesn’t like it one bit. 
 
Mercedes is used to getting what she wants, when she wants; Mattie would rather be invisible and blend into the 
background. Mercedes lives in a big empty house with her nanny; Mattie’s new home is packed-to-the-gills, twenty-
four/seven chaos. Mercedes has a short fuse; Mattie is a planner. Though they may look alike, the two of them couldn’t 
be more different. 
 
Soon enough, however, Mattie and Mercedes learn that they have at least one thing in common: a dad from Colombia 
that neither of them has ever met. Determined to meet the father they’ve never known, these polar opposites suddenly 
have to work together to fake sleepovers, evade their friends, and plot daring escapes from school field trips in an effort 
to track down him down. 
 
If only they could stop bickering long enough to get the show on the road. 
 
Anika Fajardo was born in Colombia and raised in Minnesota. She wrote a book about that experience, Magical Realism 
for Non-Believers: A Memoir of Finding Family. Anika is also the author of What If a Fish, which won a Minnesota Book 
Award and was a CCBC Choices selection and Meet Me Halfway. A writer, editor, and teacher, she lives in the very 
literary city of Minneapolis.  
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MIDDLE GRADE 
 

RAVENOUS THINGS 
Derrick Chow (Disney, July 2022)           
Acquiring Editor: Cassidy L. Leyendecker 
 
"Beautifully written and spectacularly spooky, Ravenous Things is an instant new 
favorite!"―Claribel Ortega, The New York Times best-selling author of Witchlings 
 
"Equal parts chilling and poignant, Ravenous Things is a true gem of a debut horror 
novel. Creepy scenes galore blended with beautiful prose makes this haunting 
exploration of grief and the “monsters” we endure a must-have!" 
―Lindsay Currie, author Scratch Scratch and The Girl in White 
 
"You could not pry this creepy little book out of my hands it was so good!! I had to finish 
it in one sitting. Parts of this book actually had me shrieking out loud. Horrifying and 

beautiful, this is an absolute masterpiece!"―Ellen Oh, author of the Spirit Hunters series 
 
Twelve-year-old Reggie Wong has a quick temper that’s always getting him into trouble at school, while at home his 
mom struggles to get out of bed--let alone leave their apartment. That’s why Reggie desperately needs his dad back. 
One problem: His dad is dead. 
 
Enter the Conductor, a peculiar man who promises to make Reggie’s wish to see his father just one more time come 
true. All he must do is climb aboard the man’s subway train, which leaves St. Patrick Station promptly at midnight. 
Desperate to have his dad and happy family back, Reggie takes him up on the offer, only to discover the train is filled 
with other children who have lost a loved one, just like him. As he speeds through the wild, uncharted tunnels beneath 
the city, Reggie meets Chantal, an annoyingly peppy girl obsessed with lists and psychiatry, and Gareth, his arch-nemesis 
and bully since the fourth grade. As each kid steps off the train and into the arms of their lost family member, Reggie 
can’t believe his impossible wish is about to come true. 
 
But when Reggie comes to the end of the line and sees his father waiting for him, he soon discovers all is not as it seems. 
He and his unlikely new friends have been ensnared in a deadly trap. Together, the three must find a way to foil the 
Conductor’s diabolical plot and find their way out of the underground subway where horrors worse than they have ever 
imagined lurk around every corner. The rats of St. Patrick Station have taken over and they’re absolutely ravenous. 
 
Derrick Chow is an author, illustrator, and comic creator. His short stories have been featured in several comic 
anthologies; and his illustrations appear in newspapers, magazines, and books across North America. He lives in Toronto, 
where he is very active in the local arts scene. This is his first novel. 
  



47 | S a n d r a  D i j k s t r a  &  A s s o c i a t e s  S p r i n g  –  S u m m e r  2 0 2 2  
 

PICTURE BOOK 
 

THE BIG WORRY DAY 
K.A. Reynolds (Penguin, August 2022)            
Acquiring Editor: Meriam Metoui 
 
Written by K.A. Reynolds, who includes helpful ways to ease anxiety, and beautifully illustrated 
Chloe Dominique, this sweet and necessary story is a warm hug for any child who’s ever felt 
anxious or nervous. 
 
K. A. Reynolds is an autistic only child born and raised in Winnipeg Canada, currently residing in 

Maine. She began writing at eight years old, not long after her mother died. Words came to her then like friends holding 
lanterns up in the dark. And suddenly, the world grew a bit brighter, and Kristin didn’t feel so alone. 

 

 
SMILE, SOPHIA 
Skylaar Amann (Feiwel & Friends, May 2022)       
Acquiring Editor: Holly West 
 
"The book gives full respect to Sophia’s refusal to perform an emotion.... Body language and 
facial expressions are skillfully deployed, with Sophia’s classmates and teachers’ loose energy 
contrasting with her arms-crossed awkwardness at school, while power poses and wide-eyed 
wonder easily convey the strength and joy she feels at the dig site." ―BCCB 

 
In this picture book by Skylaar Amann, a young girl shows that being strong, and smart, and really good at what she does 
is more than enough―and if she smiles, it’s because she wants to! 
 
Skylaar Amann is the author-illustrator of Lloyd Finds His Whalesong. She specializes in children's and science-themed 
illustration and is an affiliated artist with the Climate Science Alliance. In addition to writing books, Skylaar works as an 
illustrator, editor, and occasional mentor. She lives in Oregon. 
 

 

BHARATANATYAM IN BALLET SHOES 
Anu Chouhan and Mahak Jain (Annick Press, March 2022)  
Acquiring Editor: Paul Covello 
 
“A colorful celebration of dance. The story was enjoyable, the illustrations were divine, and I 
loved how diverse and inclusive all of the characters were.” ―The Bookshelf Corner, 01/29/22 
Anu Chouhan’s vibrant, energetic illustrations emphasize themes of creative flexibility and 
navigating the intersections of different cultural identities.   

 
Anu Chouhan is a Punjabi-Canadian illustrator and former mobile game artist from Vancouver, BC. A trained animator 
and character designer, Anu often combines her love of her cultural heritage, anime, and global fashion into her art. She 
enjoys creating art that celebrates diversity and empowerment. 
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PICTURE BOOK 
 

PERFECTLY PEGASUS 

Jessie Sima (Simon & Schuster, March 2022)               
Acquiring Editor: Justin Chanda 
 
“Charming digital illustrations and the heartwarming tale of friendship—not to mention 
unicorns—will keep very young children entertained.” —Maryann Owen, Booklist 
 
“Sima rewards the audience with a great party ending: under starry skies, all the creatures—
horned, mythical, and otherwise—gather for a truly adorable campfire event, replete with 

stargazing.” —Publishers Weekly  
 
“An easy purchase, sure to find a place next to its popular forerunner, that makes the night skies just a little bit 
friendlier.” —School Library Journal  
 
Nimbus has always lived among the clouds. She’s a pegasus, after all, and the sky is where she belongs. She is one of a 
kind. And when she wants a friend, all she has to do is look up—and talk to the stars. 
 
Only...they don’t really talk back. The clouds don’t, either. And sometimes, being the only pegasus can be a 
little...lonely? So she decides to find a fallen star to make a wish on—and wishes for friends who are just like her. Along 
the way she meets a Unicorn named Kelp, and a host of other creatures...who might just open her eyes to something 
other than what’s up in the sky. 
 
Jessie Sima is an author/illustrator living and working in New York City. They grew up in a small town in southern New 
Jersey, unaware that they were a storyteller. Once they figured it out, they told their family and friends, who took it 
quite well. They are the author of Not Quite Narwhal; Harriet Gets Carried Away; Love, Z; Snow Pony and the Seven 
Miniature Ponies; Spencer’s New Pet; Jules vs. the Ocean; and Hardly Haunted.  

 
 

STELLA STAR EXPLORER 
Kelly Leigh Miller (Simon & Schuster, May 2022)              
Acquiring Editor: Justin Chanda 
 
Stella is tired of living on Earth. She’s seen it all, and it’s boring. So she builds herself a rocket 
ship and blasts off into space with her dog, Luna—they deserve a change of scenery! But a 
chance encounter with some alien friends leads to a tour of the galaxy that helps put things 
into perspective. Could Earth have more going for it than Stella thought? 

 
Kelly Leigh Miller is an illustrator and author who loves everything cute and whimsical. She spent her childhood drawing 
and making up stories in Louisville, Kentucky, and now resides Chicago, Illinois, where she does that professionally. She 
is the author of I Am a Wolf, I Love My Fangs!, and many more books to come. Her ideas usually come from 
daydreaming with her sketchbook and past adventures. When she’s not drawing or writing, she enjoys reading a good 
book, watching spooky movies, exploring museums, and going on adventures. 


